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A1 English
Original English → Chapter 1. The Affair on the Liner
Original English → “Magnifique!” said the Countess de Coude, quietly.
Original English → “What?” asked the count. He turned to his young wife. “What is magnificent?” He looked around the deck for the thing she admired.
Original English → “Oh, nothing, my dear,” the countess replied. Her cheek turned a little red. “I was thinking about the tall buildings in New York.” She sat back in her steamer chair. She opened the magazine again. “Nothing” had made her drop it onto her lap.
Original English → Her husband began to read his book again. He was a little surprised. Three days out from New York, his countess suddenly admired these buildings. Only a short time before, she had called them horrid.
Original English → Soon the count put down his book. “It is very boring, Olga,” he said. “I will find some other people who are bored too. Then we can play cards.”
Original English → “You are not very polite, my husband,” the young woman said, smiling. “But I am bored too, so I forgive you. Go and play your boring old cards.”
Original English → When he had gone, she looked slyly at a tall young man. He was lying in a chair not far away.
Original English → “MAGNIFIQUE!” she whispered again.
Original English → The Countess Olga de Coude was twenty. Her husband was forty. She was a faithful and loyal wife. But she had not chosen her husband herself. Her titled Russian father and fate had chosen him. So she was probably not wildly in love with him. Still, she gave a tiny cry of approval at a splendid young stranger. This did not mean she was disloyal to her husband. She only admired him, as one admires a fine animal of any kind. And the young man was certainly good to look at.
Original English → As her quiet glance rested on his face, he stood up to leave the deck. The Countess de Coude called a passing steward. “Who is that gentleman?” she asked.
Original English → “He is listed as Monsieur Tarzan, of Africa,” the steward replied.
Original English → “A large estate,” thought the girl. Now she was even more interested.
Original English → As Tarzan walked slowly to the smoking-room, he came upon two men. They were whispering excitedly just outside the door. He would not have thought about them, except for the guilty look one of them gave him. They reminded Tarzan of villains he had seen in plays in Paris. Both men were very dark. Their shrugs and sneaky looks made the picture even clearer.
Original English → Tarzan went into the smoking-room. He sat in a chair away from the others. He did not want to talk. As he drank his absinth, he thought sadly about the last few weeks. Many times he had asked himself if he was wise to give up his title. He gave it to a man he owed nothing to. It is true that he liked Clayton. But that was not the real question. He did not give up his birth for William Cecil Clayton, Lord Greystoke. He did it for the woman. Both he and Clayton had loved her. But by strange chance, fate had given her to Clayton, not to him.
Original English → She loved him, and this made it even harder. Still, he knew he could not have done anything else that night. That night was in a small railway station in the far Wisconsin woods. For him, her happiness came first. His short time among civilized men had taught him one thing. For most of them, life without money and position was hard to bear.
Original English → Jane Porter had both money and position. If Tarzan had taken them away from her future husband, her life would have been full of misery. Tarzan did not think Clayton would leave her, even if he lost his title and land. Tarzan believed other people were as honest as he was. He was right in this case. Only a misfortune like this one could have tied Jane Porter more strongly to her promise to Clayton.
Original English → Tarzan’s thoughts moved from the past to the future. He tried to feel happy about going back to the jungle where he was born and grew up. It was a cruel, wild jungle. He had lived there for twenty of his twenty-two years. But what jungle creature would welcome him back? None. Only Tantor, the elephant, could he call a friend. The others would hunt him or run away from him, as they always had.
Original English → Not even the apes of his own tribe would welcome him.
Original English → Civilization had taught Tarzan one thing. He now wanted the company of people like himself. He enjoyed friendship and warm conversation. Because of this, other kinds of life seemed unpleasant to him. He could not imagine a world with no friend in it. No living person who spoke the new languages he had learned to love. So Tarzan did not look forward to the future he had planned for himself.
Original English → As he sat thinking, with a cigarette in his hand, he looked into a mirror. In it he saw a table. Four men were playing cards there. One of them stood up to leave. Then another man came over. Tarzan saw that he politely offered to take the empty chair, so the game could go on. He was the smaller of the two men Tarzan had seen whispering outside.
Original English → This made Tarzan a little curious. So while he thought about the future, he kept watching the mirror. It showed the players behind him. Tarzan did not know the name of anyone except one player. This was Count Raoul de Coude. A steward had pointed him out earlier. The steward said he was an important man in the French minister of war’s office.
Original English → Suddenly Tarzan looked hard at the mirror. The other dark man had come in. He stood behind the count’s chair. He turned and looked around the room quickly. His eyes did not stay on the mirror long enough to see Tarzan watching him. Carefully, the man took something out of his pocket. Tarzan could not see what it was. The man’s hand hid it.
Original English → Slowly the hand moved toward the count. Then, very quickly, the object went into the count’s pocket. The man stayed where he could watch the Frenchman’s cards. Tarzan did not understand it. But now he paid full attention, and he did not miss any detail.
Original English → The game went on for about ten minutes. Then the count won a large bet from the man who had just joined. Tarzan saw the man behind the count’s chair nod to his partner. At once, the player stood up. He pointed a finger at the count.
Original English → “If I had known monsieur was a professional card cheat, I would not have played,” he said.
Original English → At once, the count and the two other players jumped to their feet.
Original English → De Coude’s face turned white.
Original English → “What do you mean, sir?” he shouted. “Do you know who you are talking to?”
Original English → “I know I am talking to a man who cheats at cards,” the fellow replied. “This is the last time I will say it.”
Original English → The count leaned across the table. He hit the man hard across the mouth with his open hand. Then the others pushed in between them.
Original English → “There is some mistake, sir,” cried one of the other players. “This is Count de Coude, of France.”


“If I am wrong,” said the accuser, “I will say sorry. But first, let monsieur le count explain the extra cards. I saw him drop them into his side pocket.”
Original English → Then the man whom Tarzan had seen put the cards there tried to sneak out of the room. But he found the door blocked by a tall stranger with gray eyes.
Original English → “Excuse me,” said the man rudely. He tried to move past him.
Original English → “Wait,” said Tarzan.
Original English → “But why, monsieur?” the other man said crossly. “Let me pass, monsieur.”
Original English → “Wait,” said Tarzan. “I think you can explain something in here.”
Original English → The fellow lost his temper. He said angry words in a low voice and grabbed Tarzan to push him aside. The ape-man only smiled. He twisted the big man around. He took him by the collar and walked him back to the table. The man struggled, shouted angrily, and hit out, but it did no good. Nikolas Rokoff now felt these strong muscles for the first time. They had helped their wild owner win fights with Numa, the lion, and Terkoz, the great bull ape.
Original English → The man who had accused De Coude, and the two others who had been playing, stood looking at the count. They were waiting for him to speak. Several other passengers had come toward the scene of the argument. All of them waited to see what would happen next.
Original English → “The fellow is crazy,” said the count. “Gentlemen, please, one of you search me.”
Original English → “The accusation is ridiculous.” This came from one of the players.
Original English → “You only have to put your hand in the count’s coat pocket. Then you will see the accusation is serious,” insisted the accuser. The others still hesitated. “Come, I will do it myself if no one else will,” he said. He stepped toward the count.
Original English → “No, monsieur,” said De Coude. “I will allow a search only by a gentleman.”
Original English → “It is not necessary to search the count. The cards are in his pocket. I saw them put there myself.”
Original English → Everyone turned in surprise to the new speaker. There was a well-built young man. He was pushing a man toward them by the back of the neck. The man was fighting him.
Original English → “It is a plot,” cried De Coude angrily. “There are no cards in my coat.” He put his hand into his pocket. Everyone went silent. The count turned white. Then, very slowly, he took out his hand. In it were three cards.
Original English → He stared at them in silent shock. Slowly, his face turned red with shame. Some people looked at him with pity. Others looked at him with scorn. His honor was destroyed in front of them.
Original English → “It is a plot, monsieur.” The gray-eyed stranger spoke. “Gentlemen,” he said, “monsieur le count did not know those cards were in his pocket. They were put there while he was playing. I sat in that chair over there. I saw all of it in the mirror in front of me. This man I caught trying to escape put the cards in the count’s pocket.”
Original English → De Coude looked from Tarzan to the man in his grip.
Original English → “MON DIEU, Nikolas!” he cried. “You?”
Original English → Then he turned to his accuser. He looked at him closely for a moment.
Original English → “And you, monsieur. I did not know you without your beard. It hides your face, Paulvitch. Now I see it all. It is quite clear, gentlemen.”
Original English → “What shall we do with them, monsieur?” asked Tarzan. “Shall we hand them over to the captain?”
Original English → “No, my friend,” said the count quickly. “This is a private matter. Please let it go. It is enough that I am cleared of the charge. The less we have to do with such men, the better. But, monsieur, how can I thank you for your great kindness? Please take my card. If the day comes when I can help you, remember that I am at your service.”
Original English → Tarzan had let Rokoff go. Rokoff and his partner, Paulvitch, hurried out of the smoking-room. Just before he left, Rokoff turned to Tarzan. “Monsieur will have plenty of time to regret getting involved in other people’s business.”
Original English → Tarzan smiled. Then he bowed to the count and gave him his own card.
Original English → The count read:
Original English → M. JEAN C. TARZAN
Original English → “Monsieur Tarzan,” he said, “you may wish you had never helped me. I can promise you that you have made two of the worst villains in Europe your enemies. Stay away from them, monsieur.”
Original English → “I have had more frightening enemies, my dear count,” replied Tarzan with a calm smile. “I am still alive, and I am not worried. I do not think either of these two will ever find a way to harm me.”
Original English → “Let us hope not, monsieur,” said De Coude. “But it will do no harm to be careful. You have made at least one enemy today. He never forgets and never forgives. His evil mind is always planning new cruel acts against anyone who stops him or insults him. To say Nikolas Rokoff is a devil would be an insult to the devil himself.”
Original English → That night, when Tarzan went into his cabin, he found a folded note on the floor. Someone had pushed it under the door. He opened it and read:
Original English → M. TARZAN:
Original English → You probably did not understand how serious your offense was. If you had, you would not have done it today. I believe you acted without knowing. I believe you did not mean to insult a stranger. So I will gladly allow you to say sorry. You must promise not to interfere again in matters that do not concern you. Then I will drop the matter.
Original English → Otherwise, but I am sure you will see the wisdom of the course I suggest.
Original English → Very respectfully, NIKOLAS ROKOFF.
Original English → Tarzan gave a grim smile for a moment. Then he quickly forgot the matter and went to bed.
Original English → In a nearby cabin, the Countess de Coude was talking to her husband.
Original English → “Why are you so serious, my dear Raoul?” she asked. “You have been very gloomy all evening. What is worrying you?”
Original English → “Olga, Nikolas is on board. Did you know?”
Original English → “Nikolas!” she said. “That is impossible, Raoul. It cannot be. Nikolas is under arrest in Germany.”
Original English → “That is what I thought too, until I saw him today. He was with that other terrible scoundrel, Paulvitch. Olga, I cannot put up with his persecution much longer. Not even for you. Sooner or later, I will hand him over to the authorities. In fact, I am thinking about telling the captain everything before we land. On a French ship it would be easy to end this problem of ours for good.”
Original English → “Oh, no, Raoul!” cried the countess. She knelt in front of him. He sat with his head bent over on a couch. “Do not do that. Remember your promise to me. Tell me you will not do it. Do not even threaten him, Raoul.”
Original English → De Coude took his wife’s hands in his. He looked at her pale, worried face for a long time before he spoke. It was as if he wanted to read the true reason in her beautiful eyes. Why she wanted to protect this man.
Original English → “Let it be as you wish, Olga,” he said at last. “I do not understand. He has lost all right to your love, loyalty, or respect. He is a danger to your life and honor, and to mine too. I hope you will never regret defending him.”
Original English → “I am not defending him, Raoul,” she said strongly. “I think I hate him as much as you do. But, Oh, Raoul, blood is thicker than water.”
Original English → “Today I would have liked to see how thick his blood is,” growled De Coude grimly. “The two of them tried to ruin my honor, Olga.” Then he told her everything that had happened in the smoking-room. “If this stranger had not helped me, they would have won. Who would have believed my word alone against the cards hidden on me? I had almost started to doubt myself. Then this Monsieur Tarzan pulled your precious Nikolas in front of us. He explained the whole cowardly plan.”
Original English → “Monsieur Tarzan?” asked the countess, clearly surprised.
Original English → “Yes. Do you know him, Olga?”
Original English → “I have seen him. A steward pointed him out to me.”
Original English → “I did not know he was famous,” said the count.
Original English → Olga de Coude changed the subject. Suddenly she realized it might be hard to explain why the steward had pointed out the handsome Monsieur Tarzan to her. Perhaps she blushed a little. Her husband was watching her with a strange, questioning look. “Ah,” she thought, “a guilty conscience is a very suspicious thing.”
A1 English
Original English → Chapter 2. Forging Bonds of Hate and ---- ?
Original English → It was not until late the next afternoon that Tarzan saw the other passengers again. He had stepped into their business because he believed in fair play. Then he came upon Rokoff and Paulvitch. It was the last moment either of them wanted to see him.
Original English → They were standing on deck, in a place with no other people. Tarzan came upon them while they were arguing hotly with a woman. She wore rich clothes, and her slim figure looked young. She wore a thick veil, so he could not see her face.
Original English → The men stood on either side of her. Their backs were to Tarzan. He got very close without them knowing he was there. Rokoff seemed to be threatening her. The woman was begging him. They spoke in a strange language. Tarzan could only guess from their actions that the girl was afraid.
Original English → Rokoff looked ready to use physical force. So the ape-man stopped just behind the three of them. He sensed danger in the air. He had hardly paused when the man grabbed the woman roughly by the wrist. He twisted it, as if to force a promise from her through pain. We can only guess what would have happened next. But Rokoff did not get his way. Steel fingers gripped his shoulder. He was turned around roughly. He faced the cold gray eyes of the stranger who had stopped him the day before.
Original English → “SAPRISTI!” screamed the angry Rokoff. “What do you mean? Are you a fool, to insult Nikolas Rokoff again?”
Original English → “This is my answer to your note, monsieur,” said Tarzan quietly. Then he pushed the man away so hard that Rokoff fell sprawling against the rail.
Original English → “Name of a name!” shrieked Rokoff. “Pig, you will die for this.” He jumped to his feet and rushed at Tarzan. As he ran, he pulled at a revolver in his hip pocket. The girl shrank back in fear.
Original English → “Nikolas!” she cried. “Do not, oh, do not do that. Quick, monsieur, run, or he will surely kill you!” But Tarzan did not run. He walked forward to meet the man. “Do not make a fool of yourself, monsieur,” he said.
Original English → Rokoff was in a rage over the humiliation the stranger had given him. At last, he got the revolver out. He stopped, and then he deliberately raised it toward Tarzan’s chest. He pulled the trigger. The hammer fell with a dull click, because the chamber was empty. Tarzan’s hand shot out quickly, like the head of an angry python. There was a fast twist. The revolver flew far over the ship’s rail and dropped into the Atlantic.
Original English → For a moment, the two men faced each other. Rokoff had calmed down. He was the first to speak.
Original English → “Twice now, monsieur has chosen to interfere in matters that do not concern him. Twice he has tried to humiliate Nikolas Rokoff. The first offense was ignored because monsieur may have acted without knowing. But this time it will not be ignored. If monsieur does not know who Nikolas Rokoff is, this insult will make sure he remembers him later.”
Original English → “You are a coward and a scoundrel, monsieur,” replied Tarzan. “That is all I want to know about you.” He turned to ask the girl if the man had hurt her. But she had disappeared. Then, without even a look at Rokoff and his partner, he went on walking along the deck.
Original English → Tarzan wondered what kind of plot was happening. What were the two men planning? The veiled woman had seemed somewhat familiar. But he had not seen her face, so he could not be sure he had met her before. The only thing he had really noticed was a ring with an unusual design. It was on the finger of the hand Rokoff had grabbed. Tarzan decided he would look at the fingers of the women passengers he met from now on. He wanted to find out who this woman was. He also wanted to know if Rokoff would bother her again.
Original English → Tarzan sat down in his deck chair. He thought about all the cruelty, selfishness, and spite he had seen since he left the jungle. That was four years ago. It was the first time his eyes had seen a human being other than himself. It was the sleek, black Kulonga. His swift spear had killed Kala, the great she-ape. Tarzan lost the only mother he had ever known.
Original English → He remembered the murder of King by the rat-faced Snipes. He remembered how the mutineers of the ARROW left Professor Porter and his party behind. He remembered the cruelty of Mbonga’s black warriors and women toward their captives. He remembered the petty jealousies of the officers in the West Coast colony. Those were his first lessons about the civilized world.
Original English → "MON DIEU!" he said to himself. "But they are all the same. They cheat, kill, lie, and fight. They do this for things that the beasts of the jungle would never want. They want money to buy soft pleasures that make them weak. Yet they are bound by silly customs. These customs make them slaves. They still believe they are the lords of creation. They think they have the only real pleasures in life. In the jungle, no one would stand by quietly while another took his mate. It is a silly world. It is an idiotic world. Tarzan of the Apes was a fool to leave his free and happy jungle to come into it."
Original English → Soon, as he sat there, he suddenly felt that eyes were watching him from behind. The old instinct of the wild beast came through his thin layer of civilization. Tarzan turned around so fast that the young woman had no time to look away. Her eyes had been secretly watching him. Now his gray eyes looked straight into hers. As her eyes dropped, Tarzan saw a faint red color spread over her face. She turned half away.
Original English → He smiled to himself at what his rude and unkind action had done. He had not lowered his own eyes when they met hers. She was very young, and she was also very beautiful. Something about her seemed familiar. This made Tarzan wonder where he had seen her before. He turned back to his former position. Soon he noticed that she had stood up and was leaving the deck. As she walked past, Tarzan turned to watch her. He hoped to find a clue about who she was. He was only a little curious.
Original English → He was not completely disappointed. As she walked away, she lifted one hand to the black, waving hair at the back of her neck. It was a special feminine gesture. It showed that she knew someone was watching her from behind. Tarzan saw a ring on one of her fingers. It had a strange design. He had seen the same ring on the finger of the veiled woman a short time before.
Original English → So this beautiful young woman was the one Rokoff had been bothering. Tarzan wondered, in a lazy way, who she might be. He also wondered what relation such a lovely woman could have with the rude, bearded Russian.
Original English → After dinner that evening, Tarzan walked toward the front of the ship. He stayed there until after dark, talking with the second officer. When the officer had to leave, Tarzan leaned lazily on the rail. He watched the moonlight play on the gently moving water. A davit partly hid him. Two men walked toward him along the deck, but they did not see him. As they passed, Tarzan heard enough of their talk to make him follow them. He wanted to learn what trouble they were planning. He had known the voice as Rokoff’s. He had seen that his companion was Paulvitch.
Original English → Tarzan had heard only a few words: “And if she screams you may choke her until--” Those words were enough to wake his spirit of adventure. So he kept the two men in sight as they walked quickly along the deck. He followed them to the smoking-room. They only stopped at the door for a moment. They seemed to check that the man they wanted was inside.
Original English → Then they went straight to the first-class cabins on the promenade deck. Here Tarzan had more trouble staying hidden, but he managed it. When they stopped at one of the polished wooden doors, Tarzan slipped into the shadow of a passage. It was not even twelve feet away from them.
Original English → When they knocked, a woman’s voice asked in French, “Who is it?”
Original English → “It is I, Olga. It is Nikolas,” came Rokoff’s rough voice. “May I come in?”
Original English → “Why do you not stop bothering me, Nikolas?” said the woman through the thin door. “I have never hurt you.”
Original English → “Come, come, Olga,” the man said in a soft, begging voice. “I only want to speak with you for a few words. I will not hurt you, and I will not come into your cabin. But I cannot shout my message through the door.”
Original English → Tarzan heard the lock click as someone opened it from inside. He stepped out of his hiding place just far enough to see what happened when the door opened. He could not forget the cruel words he had heard a few minutes before on the deck: “And if she screams you may choke her.”
Original English → Rokoff stood right in front of the door. Paulvitch had pressed himself against the wall of the corridor. The door opened. Rokoff went halfway into the room. He stood with his back against the door and spoke quietly to the woman. Tarzan could not see her. Then Tarzan heard the woman’s voice. It was calm, but loud enough for him to hear her words.
Original English → “No, Nikolas,” she said, “it is no use. Threaten me all you want. I will never agree to your demands. Leave the room, please. You have no right to be here. You promised not to come in.”
Original English → “Very well, Olga, I will not come in. Before I am done with you, you will wish a thousand times that you had done the favor I asked at once. In the end I will win anyway. So you might as well save time and trouble for me. You might also save disgrace for yourself and your--”
Original English → “Never, Nikolas!” the woman interrupted. Then Tarzan saw Rokoff turn and nod to Paulvitch. Paulvitch jumped quickly toward the cabin door. He rushed in past Rokoff, who held the door open for him. Then Rokoff stepped quickly out. The door closed. Tarzan heard the lock click as Paulvitch turned it from inside. Rokoff stayed in front of the door with his head bent. He wanted to hear the words of the two people inside. A nasty smile curled on his bearded lip.
Original English → Tarzan could hear the woman telling the man to leave her cabin. “I will send for my husband,” she cried. “He will show you no mercy.”
Original English → Paulvitch’s sneering laugh came through the polished panels.
Original English → “The purser will get your husband, madame,” the man said. “In fact, that officer has already been told that you have a man in your cabin. He is not your husband, and the door is locked.”
Original English → “Bah!” cried the woman. “My husband will know!”
Original English → “Your husband will certainly know. But the purser will not know. The newspaper men will not know either. But they will hear of it in some mysterious way when we land. They will think it is a fine story. Your friends will think so too. They will read it at breakfast next Friday morning. Let me see, today is Tuesday. Yes, next Friday. It will not take away from their interest when they learn who the man is. He is a Russian servant. He is her brother’s valet, to be exact.”
Original English → “Alexis Paulvitch,” the woman’s voice came, cold and fearless, “you are a coward. When I whisper a certain name in your ear, you will think again about your demands and your threats. Then you will leave my cabin quickly. I do not think you will bother me again, at least.” There was a moment of silence. Tarzan could picture the woman leaning toward the scoundrel. She was whispering the thing she had hinted at into his ear. Only a moment of silence passed. Then came a startled curse from the man. There was the sound of feet scuffling. Then a woman screamed. Then there was silence.
Original English → But the scream had barely stopped when the ape-man leaped from his hiding place. Rokoff started to run. Tarzan grabbed him by the collar and pulled him back. Neither man spoke. Both felt that murder was being done in that room. Tarzan was sure that Rokoff had not meant his partner to go that far. He felt that Rokoff’s plans were deeper than that. They were even more cruel than simple murder. Without stopping to ask those inside anything, the ape-man threw his strong shoulder against the thin door. Splinters of wood flew everywhere. He entered the cabin, pulling Rokoff with him. On a couch in front of him lay the woman. Paulvitch was on top of her. His fingers were squeezing her pale throat. Her hands beat weakly at his face. She tore at his cruel fingers, but they forced the life out of her.
Original English → The noise of his entry made Paulvitch stand up. He stood glaring at Tarzan. The girl slowly sat up on the couch. One hand was at her throat, and her breath came in small gasps. Her hair was messy and her face was very pale. Still, Tarzan knew her. She was the young woman who had stared at him on deck earlier that day.
Original English → “What does this mean?” said Tarzan, turning to Rokoff. He knew at once that Rokoff had started this attack. The man stayed silent and scowled. “Press the button, please,” the ape-man went on. “We will have one of the ship’s officers here. This has gone far enough.”
Original English → “No, no,” cried the girl, jumping suddenly to her feet. “Please do not do that. I am sure there was no real plan to hurt me. I made this man angry, and he lost control of himself. That is all. I do not want this to go any further, please, monsieur.” Her voice was so pleading that Tarzan could not push the matter. Yet his better judgment warned him that something was happening here. The proper authorities should know about it.
Original English → “So you want me to do nothing about this?” he asked.
Original English → “Nothing, please,” she replied.
Original English → “You are happy for these two scoundrels to keep bothering you?”
Original English → She did not seem to know how to answer. She looked very troubled and unhappy. Tarzan saw a cruel grin of triumph on Rokoff’s lips. The girl was clearly afraid of these two men. She did not dare say what she really wanted in front of them.
Original English → “Then,” said Tarzan, “I will act on my own. To you,” he went on, turning to Rokoff, “and this includes your partner, I say this. From now until the end of the voyage, I will watch you both. If either of you does anything that might bother this young woman, even a little, you will answer to me. And neither the answering nor the result will be pleasant for either of you.
Original English → “Now get out of here.” He grabbed Rokoff and Paulvitch each by the back of the neck. He pushed them hard through the doorway. He gave each one a kick with his boot to send them down the corridor. Then he turned back to the room and the girl. She was looking at him with wide, surprised eyes.
Original English → “And you, madame, will do me a great favor if you let me know if either of those rascals bothers you again.”
Original English → “Ah, monsieur,” she answered, “I hope you will not suffer for the kind thing you tried to do. You have made a very wicked and clever enemy. He will stop at nothing to get his revenge. You must be very careful, Monsieur--”
Original English → “Excuse me, madame. My name is Tarzan.”
Original English → “Monsieur Tarzan. I would not agree to tell the officers. But please do not think I am not grateful to you. You protected me bravely and kindly. Good night, Monsieur Tarzan. I will never forget the debt I owe you.” She smiled sweetly, showing a row of perfect teeth. Then she curtsied to Tarzan. He said good night and went up on deck.
Original English → It puzzled the man a great deal. There were two people on board who suffered at the hands of Rokoff and his partner. One was this girl. The other was Count de Coude. Yet they would not let the wrongdoers be punished. Before he went to bed that night, Tarzan thought many times about the beautiful young woman. Fate had strangely pulled him into the tangled web of her life. He realized he had not learned her name. A narrow gold ring on the third finger of her left hand showed she was married. Without meaning to, he wondered who the lucky man was.
Original English → Tarzan did not see any of the people from the little drama again until late in the afternoon of the last day of the voyage. Then he suddenly met the young woman face to face. They were walking toward their deck chairs from opposite directions. She greeted him with a friendly smile. At once she spoke about the event he had seen in her cabin two nights before. She seemed worried that he might think she was close to men like Rokoff and Paulvitch. She wanted to explain herself.
Original English → “I hope monsieur has not judged me,” she said, “because of the unlucky event on Tuesday evening. I have suffered a lot because of it. This is the first time I have come out of my cabin since then. I have been ashamed,” she finished simply.
Original English → “A person does not judge the gazelle by the lions that attack it,” replied Tarzan. “I had seen those two at work before. It was in the smoking-room the day before they attacked you, if I remember correctly. So, knowing how they work, I am sure that they hate you. That is proof that you are good. Men like them can only join with the wicked. They hate everything that is noble and good.”
Original English → “It is very kind of you to say it that way,” she replied, smiling. “I have already heard about the card game. My husband told me the whole story. He spoke especially about the strength and bravery of Monsieur Tarzan. He feels he owes you a very great debt of thanks.”
Original English → “Your husband?” Tarzan repeated with a question in his voice.
Original English → “Yes. I am the Countess de Coude.”
Original English → “I am already well repaid, madame, because I know I have helped the wife of the Count de Coude.”
Original English → “Alas, monsieur, I already owe you so much that I may never pay my debt. So please do not add more to what I owe.” She smiled so sweetly at him. Tarzan felt that a man could easily try much greater things than he had done, only for the joy of receiving a smile like that.
Original English → He did not see her again that day. In the rush of landing the next morning, he missed her completely. Still, something in her eyes as they said goodbye on deck the day before haunted him. Her eyes had looked almost sad. They had talked about how quickly friendships form on an ocean crossing. They had also talked about how easily those friendships end forever.
Original English → Tarzan wondered if he would ever see her again.
A1 English
Original English → Chapter 3. What Happened in the Rue Maule
Original English → When Tarzan arrived in Paris, he went straight to the apartments of his old friend, D'Arnot. The naval lieutenant scolded him hard. Tarzan had decided to give up the title and estates that were rightly his. They came from his father, John Clayton, the late Lord Greystoke.
Original English → “You must be mad, my friend,” said D’Arnot. “You give up wealth and position so easily. You also give up the chance to prove to the whole world something important. The noble blood of two of England’s most honored houses runs in your veins. It is not the blood of a wild she-ape. I cannot believe that they accepted your story. Miss Porter least of all.
Original English → “I never believed it, not even in the wilds of your African jungle. You tore the raw meat of your kills with strong jaws, like a wild beast. You wiped your greasy hands on your legs. Even then, before there was any proof, I knew you were wrong. You believed Kala was your mother.
Original English → “Now you have your father’s diary. It tells of the terrible life that he and your mother lived on that wild African shore. It also tells of your birth. The most convincing proof of all is your own baby finger prints on its pages. It seems impossible to me that you still want to be a nameless, penniless vagabond.”
Original English → “I do not need a better name than Tarzan,” replied the ape-man. “And I do not plan to stay a penniless vagabond. In fact, the next burden I will put on your kind friendship, and I hope it is the last, is finding me a job.”
Original English → “Pooh, pooh!” scoffed D'Arnot. “You know I did not mean that. Have I not told you a dozen times that I have enough money for twenty men? Half of it is yours. And if I gave you all of it, it would not equal even a tenth of the value I give your friendship, my Tarzan. Would it repay the things you did for me in Africa? I have not forgotten that without you and your great bravery, I would have died at the stake in the village of Mbonga’s cannibals. I have not forgotten either that your loyal care helped me recover from the terrible wounds they gave me. Later I learned what it cost you to stay with me in the amphitheater of apes. Your heart was urging you on to the coast.
Original English → “When we finally got to the coast, we found that Miss Porter and her party had gone. Then I started to understand what you had done for a stranger. I am not trying to pay you back with money, Tarzan. Right now, you need money. If I could offer you a sacrifice instead, I would offer it just the same. My friendship will always be yours, because our tastes are alike, and I admire you. I cannot order friendship, but I can and will give you the money.”
Original English → “Well,” laughed Tarzan, “we will not argue about the money. I must live, so I need it. But I would be happier with something to do. You cannot show your friendship in a better way than by finding me work. I will die of doing nothing in a short time. As for my birthright, it is in good hands. Clayton is not stealing it from me. He truly believes he is the real Lord Greystoke. He will probably be a better English lord than a man raised in an African jungle. You know I am still only half civilized. If I felt anger, even for a moment, the instincts of the wild beast I really am would take over. They would wipe out the little culture and refinement I have.
Original English → “And if I had declared myself, I would have taken from the woman I love the wealth and position that her marriage to Clayton will now give her. I could not have done that. Could I, Paul?
Original English → “Birth is not very important to me,” he went on, without waiting for an answer. “I was raised as I was. I see no worth in any man or beast except what they earn through their own mind or body. So I am as happy to think of Kala as my mother as I would be to picture the poor, unhappy little English girl. She died a year after she gave birth to me. Kala was always kind to me, in her fierce and rough way. I must have nursed at her hairy breast from the time my own mother died. She fought for me against the wild animals of the forest. She also fought for me against the wild members of our tribe. She had the fierce love of a real mother.
Original English → “And I loved her too, Paul. I did not know how much until the cruel spear and poisoned arrow of Mbonga’s black warrior took her from me. I was still a child then. I threw myself on her dead body and cried out my pain, as a child would for his own mother. To you, my friend, she would have seemed a hideous and ugly creature. But to me she was beautiful. Love changes the way we see the one we love. So I am perfectly happy to stay the son of Kala, the she-ape forever.”
Original English → “I do not admire you any less for your loyalty,” said D'Arnot. “But the time will come when you will be glad to claim your own name. Remember what I say. Let us hope it will be as easy then as it is now. You must remember that Professor Porter and Mr. Philander are the only people in the world who can swear to something. The little skeleton found in the cabin with your father and mother was an infant ape. It was not the child of Lord and Lady Greystoke. That evidence is very important. They are both old men, and they may not live many more years. Did it not occur to you that once Miss Porter knew the truth, she would break her engagement to Clayton? You could easily have your title, your estates, and the woman you love, Tarzan. Had you not thought of that?”
Original English → Tarzan shook his head. “You do not know her,” he said. “Nothing could hold her to her promise more tightly than some misfortune to Clayton. She comes from an old southern family in America. Southerners are proud of their loyalty.”
Original English → Tarzan spent the next two weeks getting to know Paris again. In the daytime he spent a lot of time in libraries and picture galleries. He had become a very eager reader. The world of knowledge that opened to him in this center of culture and learning shocked him. A single person could learn only a tiny part of all human knowledge, even in a whole lifetime of study. Still, he learned what he could during the day. At night he looked for relaxation and fun. He found Paris just as rich a place for his night-time pleasures.
Original English → If he smoked too many cigarettes and drank too much absinth, it was because he took civilization as he found it. He did the things he saw his civilized brothers doing. This life was new and exciting. He also had a sorrow in his heart and a great longing that he knew could never be fulfilled. So he tried to forget the past and avoid thinking about the future. He did this with study and with wild fun, the two extremes.
Original English → He was sitting in a music hall one evening. He was sipping his absinth and admiring a famous Russian dancer. Then he caught a quick look at a pair of evil black eyes on him. The man turned and disappeared into the crowd at the exit before Tarzan could get a good look at him. But Tarzan was sure he had seen those eyes before. He was also sure they had been watching him that evening on purpose. He had felt for some time that someone was watching him. It was his wild animal instinct that made him turn suddenly. That was how he caught the eyes in the act of watching him.
Original English → Before he left the music hall, he forgot about the matter. He did not notice the dark-skinned man who stepped deeper into the shadows of a doorway across the way. This happened as Tarzan came out of the brightly lit hall.
Original English → Tarzan did not know it, but he had been followed many times from this and other places of fun. Rarely, if ever, had he been alone. Tonight D'Arnot had another engagement, so Tarzan had come by himself.
Original English → As Tarzan turned toward his apartments, as he usually did from this part of Paris, the watcher across the street ran from his hiding place. He hurried ahead quickly.
Original English → Tarzan often walked through the Rue Maule on his way home at night. It was very quiet and very dark there. It reminded him more of his beloved African jungle than the noisy, bright streets around it. If you know Paris well, you will remember the narrow, frightening streets of the Rue Maule. If you do not, just ask the police. They will tell you that in all of Paris there is no street you should avoid more after dark.
Original English → On this night Tarzan had walked about two blocks through the thick shadows of the dirty old tenements that line this gloomy street. Then he heard screams and cries for help. They came from the third floor of a building across the way. The voice was a woman’s. Before the echoes of her first cries had died away, Tarzan was running up the stairs and through the dark halls to save her.
Original English → At the end of the corridor on the third landing, a door stood slightly open. From inside, Tarzan heard the same cry that had called him from the street. In a moment he was standing in the middle of a dimly lit room. An oil lamp burned on a tall, old-fashioned shelf. Its weak light fell on a dozen ugly figures. All but one were men. The other was a woman of about thirty. Her face showed signs of wicked living and too much drink. Long ago it might have been lovely. She stood with one hand at her throat. She was crouched against the far wall.
Original English → “Help, monsieur,” she cried in a low voice as Tarzan came into the room. “They were trying to kill me.”
Original English → Tarzan turned toward the men around him. He saw the sly, evil faces of hardened criminals. He wondered why they had not tried to escape. Then a movement behind him made him turn. He saw two things. One of them surprised him a great deal. A man was creeping quietly out of the room. In the short look Tarzan had, he saw that it was Rokoff. But the other thing was more urgent. A huge brute of a man was tiptoeing up behind him. He held a big club in his hand. The men saw that Tarzan had noticed them. At once they all rushed at him from every side. Some of them pulled out knives. Others grabbed chairs. The man with the club raised it high above his head. He was ready to swing it hard. It would have crushed Tarzan’s head if it had come down.
Original English → But the brain, the speed, and the muscles of Tarzan were strong. They had fought Terkoz and Numa in the dark jungle. These apaches of Paris did not know how hard they would be to beat.
Original English → Tarzan chose the strongest enemy, the man with the club. He ran at him fast. He dodged the falling club. Then he hit the man hard on the chin. The man fell down at once.
Original English → Then he turned to the others. This was a game to him. He enjoyed the fight and wanted blood. His civilized manners fell away like a thin shell. The ten strong men were shut in a small room with a wild beast. Their weak strength could not stop his steel muscles.
Original English → At the end of the hall stood Rokoff. He waited to hear the result. He wanted to be sure Tarzan was dead before he left. But he did not plan to be inside the room when the murder happened.
Original English → The woman still stood where she had been when Tarzan came in. But her face had changed many times in the few minutes. At first it showed fear when Tarzan saw it. Then it showed cunning when he turned to meet the attack from behind. Tarzan did not see that change.
Original English → Next her face showed surprise, and then horror. And who could blame her? The fine gentleman her cries had called to the room was meant to die. Now he had become a demon of revenge. Instead of soft muscles and weak resistance, she saw a real Hercules gone mad.
Original English → "MON DIEU!" she cried. "He is a beast!" The ape-man's strong white teeth had found the throat of one attacker. Tarzan fought the way he had learned from the great bull apes of Kerchak’s tribe.
Original English → He was in a dozen places at once. He jumped here and there about the room in quick, bending leaps. The woman thought of a panther she had seen at the zoo. Now a wrist bone snapped in his iron grip. Now a shoulder came out of its socket as he forced a man’s arm back and up.
Original English → The men cried out in pain. They ran into the hall as fast as they could. Rokoff had seen enough before the first man left the room, bleeding and broken. He knew Tarzan would not be the one to lie dead in that house tonight. So he hurried to a nearby café. He telephoned the police. He said a man was killing people on the third floor of Rue Maule, 27. The officers arrived. They found three men groaning on the floor. A frightened woman lay on a dirty bed. Her face was in her arms. A well-dressed young gentleman stood in the middle of the room. He was waiting for more men to come. He thought the officers’ steps on the stairs were more helpers. But he was wrong. It was a wild beast that looked at them. Its eyes were narrow and steel-gray. The smell of blood had taken the last of Tarzan’s civilization away. He stood ready, like a lion with hunters all around. He waited for the next attack. He was ready to charge at the man who made it.
Original English → "What has happened here?" asked one of the policemen.
Original English → Tarzan explained briefly. But when he turned to the woman to confirm his story, her reply shocked him.
Original English → "He lies!" she screamed to the policeman. "He came to my room while I was alone, and for no good reason. When I pushed him away, he would have killed me. My screams brought these gentlemen, who were passing the house. He is a devil, monsieurs. Alone he has almost killed ten men with his bare hands and his teeth."
Original English → Tarzan was so shocked by her ungratefulness that for a moment he could not speak. The police were a little doubtful. They had dealt with this lady and her friends before. But they were policemen, not judges. So they decided to arrest everyone in the room. Let another person, whose job it was, separate the innocent from the guilty.
Original English → But they found it was one thing to tell this well-dressed young man he was under arrest. It was quite another thing to make him go.
Original English → "I have done no wrong," he said quietly. "I only defended myself. I do not know why the woman told you what she did. She has no reason to hate me. I had never seen her until I came to this room after her cries for help."
Original English → “Come, come,” said one of the officers. “Judges will listen to all that.” He stepped forward to put his hand on Tarzan’s shoulder. A moment later Tarzan struck him down. The officer lay crumpled in a corner of the room. Then the other officers rushed at the ape-man. They learned what the apaches had just learned. Tarzan handled them so fast and so roughly that they had no time to draw their guns.
Original English → During the short fight, Tarzan saw the open window. Beyond it he saw a tree trunk or a telegraph pole. He could not tell which. When the last officer fell, one of the others managed to pull out his gun. He fired at Tarzan from where he lay on the floor. The shot missed. Before the man could fire again, Tarzan knocked the lamp off the mantel. The room went dark.
Original English → The next thing they saw was a quick shape jump to the window sill. It leaped like a panther onto the pole across the walk. When the police got up and reached the street, their prisoner was gone.
Original English → They were not gentle with the woman and the men who had not escaped when they took them to the station. The police were sore and ashamed. It bothered them that they would have to report that one unarmed man had beaten the whole group. Then he had escaped as if they did not exist.
Original English → The officer who had stayed in the street swore that no one had jumped from the window. He said no one had left the building from the time they went in until they came out. His comrades thought he was lying. But they could not prove it.
Original English → When Tarzan found himself holding the pole outside the window, he followed his jungle instinct. He looked below for enemies before he came down. It was good that he did. A policeman stood right beneath him. Tarzan saw no one above, so he climbed up instead of down.
Original English → The top of the pole was level with the roof of the building. So it took only a moment for his strong muscles to carry him across the small space. For years those muscles had sent him swinging through the treetops of his forest. He went from one roof to another, climbing often. At a cross street, he found another pole. He ran down it to the ground.
Original English → For a block or two he ran fast. Then he went into a small café that stayed open all night. In the washroom he cleaned the roof dust from his hands and clothes. When he came out a few minutes later, he walked slowly toward his apartment.
Original English → Not far away he came to a bright, wide boulevard. He had to cross it. He stood directly under a strong street light. He waited for a big car to pass. He heard his name called in a sweet woman’s voice. He looked up. He saw the smiling eyes of Olga de Coude. She leaned forward from the back seat of the car. He bowed low to answer her friendly greeting. When he stood up straight, the car had carried her away.
Original English → "Rokoff and the Countess de Coude, both in one evening," he said to himself. "Paris is not so large, after all."
A1 English
Original English → Chapter 4. The Countess Explains
Original English → "Your Paris is more dangerous than my jungle, Paul," said Tarzan. He told his friend about his adventures. This was the morning after his fight with the apaches and the police in the Rue Maule. "Why did they lure me there? Were they hungry?"
Original English → D’Arnot pretended to shudder in horror. But he laughed at the strange idea.
Original English → "It is hard to rise above jungle ways and think like a civilized man, is it not, my friend?" he asked with a smile.
Original English → "Civilized ways, indeed," said Tarzan. "Jungle ways do not allow cruel acts for no reason. There we kill for food and to protect ourselves. We also fight for mates and to protect the young. Always we follow some great natural law. But here! Faugh, your civilized man is worse than the animals. He kills for no reason. Worse than that, he uses the idea of brotherhood as bait. He lures his unsuspecting victim to his death. I went to that room because a fellow human asked for help. The killers were waiting there for me."
Original English → "I did not understand, and for a long time I could not understand, how any woman could sink so low. To call a would-be rescuer to his death is terrible. But it must be so. Rokoff was there, and the woman later denied me to the police. Nothing else can explain her acts. Rokoff must have known I often passed through the Rue Maule. He waited for me. He planned everything down to the last detail. He even planned the woman’s story, in case something went wrong. It is all very clear to me."
Original English → "Well," said D’Arnot, "among other things, it has taught you what I could not make you understand. The Rue Maule is a bad place to go after dark."
Original English → "On the contrary," replied Tarzan with a smile, "it has shown me that it is the only interesting street in all Paris. I will never miss a chance to walk on it again. It gave me the first real fun I have had since I left Africa."
Original English → "It may give you more fun than you want, even without another visit," said D’Arnot. "You are not finished with the police yet, remember. I know the Paris police well. They will not soon forget what you did to them. Sooner or later they will catch you, my dear Tarzan. Then they will lock the wild man of the woods behind iron bars. How will you like that?"
Original English → "They will never lock Tarzan of the Apes behind iron bars," he replied grimly.
Original English → Something in his voice made D’Arnot look up sharply at his friend. The set jaw and the cold gray eyes worried the young Frenchman. Tarzan did not recognize any law stronger than his own great physical power. D’Arnot saw that something must be done to make Tarzan right with the police. This had to happen before another meeting took place.
Original English → "You have much to learn, Tarzan," he said seriously. "The law of man must be respected, whether you like it or not. Only trouble can come to you and your friends if you keep defying the police. I can explain it to them once for you. I will do that today. But from now on, you must obey the law. If the police say ‘Come,’ you must come. If they say ‘Go,’ you must go. Now we will go to my good friend in the department. We will settle this matter of the Rue Maule. Come!"
Original English → Half an hour later, they went into the office of the police official. He was very friendly. He remembered Tarzan. The two had visited him several months before about finger prints.
Original English → When D’Arnot finished telling what had happened the night before, a grim smile came to the policeman’s lips. He pressed a button near his hand. While he waited for the clerk to answer, he searched his desk. He found one paper.
Original English → "Here, Joubon," he said when the clerk came in. "Call these officers. Have them come to me at once." He handed the man the paper. Then he turned to Tarzan.
Original English → “You have done a very serious wrong, monsieur,” he said, not unkindly. “Our good friend here has explained. Without that, I would judge you harshly. Instead, I am going to do something very rare. I have called the officers you hurt last night. They will hear Lieutenant D’Arnot’s story. Then I will let them decide if you should be prosecuted or not.
Original English → "You have much to learn about the ways of civilization. Some things will seem strange or unnecessary to you. You must learn to accept them until you can judge why they exist. The officers you attacked were only doing their duty. They had no choice in the matter. Every day they risk their lives to protect the lives and property of others. They would do the same for you. They are very brave men. They are deeply ashamed that one unarmed man defeated them.
Original English → "Make it easy for them to overlook what you did. Unless I am very wrong, you are a brave man yourself. Brave men are known for being generous."
Original English → Their talk was interrupted when four policemen came in. When they saw Tarzan, surprise showed on each face.
Original English → "My children," said the official, "here is the gentleman you met in the Rue Maule last night. He has come of his own will to give himself up. Listen carefully to Lieutenant D’Arnot. He will tell you part of monsieur’s life story. This may explain how he acted toward you last night. Go on, my dear lieutenant."
Original English → D’Arnot spoke to the policemen for half an hour. He told them about Tarzan’s wild jungle life. He described the harsh training that taught him to fight like a wild beast to survive. It became clear to them that instinct, not reason, had guided the man when he attacked them. He had not understood what they wanted. To him they were like any other living thing in his jungle home. In that jungle nearly all were his enemies.
Original English → "Your pride has been hurt," said D’Arnot at last. "It hurts most that this man beat you. But you need not feel ashamed. You would not apologize for losing if you had been locked in that small room with an African lion. You would not apologize if it had been a great gorilla of the jungle.
Original English → "Your muscles have often fought these dangers of the dark continent. You won every time. There is no shame in losing to the great strength of Tarzan of the Apes."
Original English → Then the men looked at Tarzan, and then at their chief. The ape-man did the one thing needed to end any bad feeling. He stepped forward with his hand out.
Original English → "I am sorry for the mistake I made," he said simply. "Let us be friends." That was the end of the whole matter. Tarzan became a common topic in the police barracks. He also gained four brave new friends.
Original English → When they returned to D’Arnot’s apartment, the lieutenant found a letter waiting. It was from an English friend, William Cecil Clayton, Lord Greystoke. The two men had written to each other since their friendship began. It started on that unlucky expedition to search for Jane Porter. Terkoz, the bull ape, had stolen her.
Original English → "They are to be married in London in about two months," said D’Arnot, when he finished the letter. Tarzan did not need to be told who “they” were. He said nothing. But he was very quiet and thoughtful for the rest of the day.
Original English → That evening they went to the opera. Tarzan’s mind was still full of sad thoughts. He hardly watched the stage. He saw only the lovely face of a beautiful American girl. He heard only a sad, sweet voice saying that his love was returned. And she was going to marry another man!
Original English → He shook himself to get rid of the unwelcome thoughts. At that moment he felt eyes on him. His jungle training made him look up at once. He met the eyes of Olga, Countess de Coude. They were shining from her smiling face. As Tarzan returned her bow, he was sure her look was an invitation, almost a plea. At the next break, he found himself beside her in her box.
Original English → "I have so much wanted to see you," she said. "It has troubled me a great deal. You did a great service for my husband and for me. But we never explained why we did not stop those two men from attacking us again. You must have thought we were ungrateful."
Original English → "You wrong me," replied Tarzan. "I have had only the most pleasant thoughts about you. You do not need to explain anything to me. Have they bothered you again?"
Original English → "They never stop," she replied sadly. "I feel I must tell someone. I know no one who deserves an explanation more than you. Let me tell you. I know Nikolas Rokoff well enough to be sure you have not seen the last of him. He will look for a way to take revenge on you. What I tell you may help you against any plan he has. I cannot tell you here. Tomorrow I will be at home for Monsieur Tarzan at five."
Original English → "It will be an eternity until tomorrow at five," he said as he said good night. From a corner of the theater, Rokoff and Paulvitch saw Monsieur Tarzan in the Countess de Coude’s box. Both men smiled.
Original English → At four-thirty the next afternoon, a dark, bearded man rang the bell at the servants’ entrance of the Count de Coude’s palace. The footman who opened the door raised his eyebrows when he saw who was there. The two talked quietly.
Original English → At first the footman refused something the bearded man proposed. But a moment later, something passed from the caller’s hand to the servant’s hand. Then the servant turned and led the visitor the long way around. He took him to a small curtained alcove. It was off the room where the countess served tea in the afternoons.
Original English → Half an hour later, Tarzan was shown into the room. Soon his hostess came in, smiling, with her hands held out.
Original English → "I am so glad that you came," she said.
Original English → "Nothing could have stopped me," he replied.
Original English → For a few minutes they talked about the opera and the news in Paris. They talked about how good it was to meet again, after such a strange first meeting. Then they came to the subject on both their minds.
Original English → "You must have wondered," the countess said at last, "why Rokoff is chasing you. It is very simple. My husband holds many important secrets of the war ministry. He often has papers that foreign powers would pay a fortune to get. These are state secrets. Their agents would commit murder, and worse, to learn them.
Original English → "There is one such matter in his hands now. Any Russian who could give it to his government would gain fame and fortune. Rokoff and Paulvitch are Russian spies. They will stop at nothing to get this information. The affair on the ship, the card game, was a trick. They wanted to blackmail my husband for the secret.
Original English → "If he had been convicted of cheating at cards, his career would have been ruined. He would have had to leave the war department. Society would have shunned him. They planned to use this threat against him. They would clear him only if he gave them the papers. They said his name had been wronged by enemies who wanted to ruin him.
Original English → "You stopped them in that plan. So they made a new plan. This time my reputation was the price, not the count’s. When Paulvitch came into my cabin, he explained it to me. If I got the information for them, he promised to stop. If not, Rokoff, who stood outside, would tell the purser that I had a man in my cabin with the doors locked. He would tell everyone on the boat. When we landed, he would give the whole story to the newspapers.
Original English → "Was it not too horrible? But I knew something about Monsieur Paulvitch. It would send him to the gallows in Russia if the St. Petersburg police knew it. I dared him to carry out his plan. Then I leaned toward him and whispered a name in his ear. I snapped my fingers. Like that! He flew at my throat like a madman. He would have killed me if you had not stopped him."
Original English → "The brutes!" muttered Tarzan.
Original English → "They are worse than that, my friend," she said.
Original English → "They are devils. I fear for you because you have made them hate you. I want you to be on guard all the time. Promise me you will, for my sake. I could never forgive myself if you suffered because of your kindness to me."
Original English → "I do not fear them," he replied. "I have survived enemies worse than Rokoff and Paulvitch." He saw that she did not know about the trouble in the Rue Maule. He did not mention it. He feared it might upset her.
Original English → "For your own safety," he went on, "why do you not hand the scoundrels over to the authorities? They should deal with them quickly."
Original English → She waited a moment before she answered.
Original English → "There are two reasons," she said at last. "One of them keeps the count from doing that very thing. The other is my real reason for fearing to expose them. I have never told it. Only Rokoff and I know it. I wonder," and then she stopped. She looked at him for a long time.
Original English → "And what do you wonder?" he asked, smiling.
Original English → "I was wondering why I want to tell you something I have not dared to tell even my husband. I believe you would understand. I believe you could tell me the right thing to do. I believe you would not judge me too harshly."
Original English → "I fear I would be a very poor judge, madame," Tarzan replied. "If you had been guilty of murder, I would say the victim was lucky to meet so sweet a fate."
Original English → "Oh, no," she protested. "It is not as terrible as that. But first let me tell you why the count will not prosecute these men. Then, if I can find the courage, I will tell you the real reason I dare not. The first reason is this. Nikolas Rokoff is my brother. We are Russians. Nikolas has been a bad man for as long as I can remember. He was thrown out of the Russian army, where he was a captain. There was a scandal for a time. But after a while it was partly forgotten. My father then found him a job in the secret service.
Original English → "Many terrible crimes have been blamed on Nikolas. But he has always escaped punishment. Lately he has done it with false evidence. He accused his victims of treason against the czar. The Russian police are always ready to blame anyone for this kind of crime. They accepted his story and cleared him."
Original English → "Have his attempted crimes against you and your husband not cancelled whatever rights his family ties gave him?" asked Tarzan. "The fact that you are his sister did not stop him from trying to ruin your honor. You owe him no loyalty, madame."
Original English → "Ah, but there is that other reason. Even if I owe him no loyalty, I cannot easily shake off my fear of him. It comes from a certain event in my life. He knows about it."
Original English → "I might as well tell you everything," she went on after a pause. "I can see that I will tell you sooner or later. I was educated in a convent. While I was there, I met a man I thought was a gentleman. I knew very little about men and even less about love. I foolishly believed I loved him. At his urgent request, I ran away with him. We were going to be married.
Original English → "I was with him only three hours. We were together during the day, in public places, at railway stations and on a train. When we reached the town where we were to marry, two officers stepped up to him as we got off the train. They arrested him. They took me too. But when I told my story, they did not hold me. They only sent me back to the convent with a matron. The man who had courted me was no gentleman at all. He was a deserter from the army and a fugitive from the law. He had a police record in nearly every country in Europe."
Original English → "The officials of the convent hushed up the matter. My parents never knew about it. But Nikolas met the man later and learned the whole story. Now he threatens to tell the count unless I do exactly what he wants."
Original English → Tarzan laughed. "You are still a little girl. The story you told me cannot harm your reputation. If you were not a little girl at heart, you would know that. Go to your husband tonight and tell him everything, just as you told me. I think he will laugh at your fears. Then he will put that brother of yours in prison, where he belongs."
Original English → "I only wish that I dared," she said. "But I am afraid. I learned early to fear men. First my father, then Nikolas, then the fathers in the convent. Nearly all my friends fear their husbands. Why should I not fear mine?"
Original English → "It does not seem right that women should fear men," said Tarzan. He looked puzzled. "I know the jungle folk well. There, it is more often the other way around. Except for the black men. To me, they are lower than the beasts in most ways. No, I cannot understand why civilized women fear men. Men are made to protect them. I would hate to think that any woman feared me."
Original English → "I do not think any woman would fear you, my friend," said Olga de Coude softly. "I have known you only a short while. Yet it may sound foolish, you are the only man I have ever known whom I should never fear. That is strange, too, because you are very strong. I wondered at the ease with which you handled Nikolas and Paulvitch that night in my cabin. It was marvellous." As Tarzan was leaving her a short time later, he noticed the clinging pressure of her hand when they parted. She also made him promise firmly that he would call again the next day.
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Original English C1
A1 English → Chapter 1. The Affair on the Liner
A1 English → "Magnifique!" ejaculated the Countess de Coude, beneath her breath.
A1 English → "Eh?" questioned the count, turning toward his young wife. "What is it that is magnificent?" and the count bent his eyes in various directions in quest of the object of her admiration.
A1 English → "Oh, nothing at all, my dear," replied the countess, a slight flush momentarily coloring her already pink cheek. "I was but recalling with admiration those stupendous skyscrapers, as they call them, of New York," and the fair countess settled herself more comfortably in her steamer chair, and resumed the magazine which "nothing at all" had caused her to let fall upon her lap.
A1 English → Her husband again buried himself in his book, but not without a mild wonderment that three days out from New York his countess should suddenly have realized an admiration for the very buildings she had but recently characterized as horrid.
A1 English → Presently the count put down his book. "It is very tiresome, Olga," he said. "I think that I shall hunt up some others who may be equally bored, and see if we cannot find enough for a game of cards."
A1 English → "You are not very gallant, my husband," replied the young woman, smiling, "but as I am equally bored I can forgive you. Go and play at your tiresome old cards, then, if you will."
A1 English → When he had gone she let her eyes wander slyly to the figure of a tall young man stretched lazily in a chair not far distant.
A1 English → "MAGNIFIQUE!" she breathed once more.
A1 English → The Countess Olga de Coude was twenty. Her husband forty. She was a very faithful and loyal wife, but as she had had nothing whatever to do with the selection of a husband, it is not at all unlikely that she was not wildly and passionately in love with the one that fate and her titled Russian father had selected for her. However, simply because she was surprised into a tiny exclamation of approval at sight of a splendid young stranger it must not be inferred therefrom that her thoughts were in any way disloyal to her spouse. She merely admired, as she might have admired a particularly fine specimen of any species. Furthermore, the young man was unquestionably good to look at.
A1 English → As her furtive glance rested upon his profile he rose to leave the deck. The Countess de Coude beckoned to a passing steward. "Who is that gentleman?" she asked.
A1 English → "He is booked, madam, as Monsieur Tarzan, of Africa," replied the steward.
A1 English → "Rather a large estate," thought the girl, but now her interest was still further aroused.
A1 English → As Tarzan walked slowly toward the smoking-room he came unexpectedly upon two men whispering excitedly just without. He would have vouchsafed them not even a passing thought but for the strangely guilty glance that one of them shot in his direction. They reminded Tarzan of melodramatic villains he had seen at the theaters in Paris. Both were very dark, and this, in connection with the shrugs and stealthy glances that accompanied their palpable intriguing, lent still greater force to the similarity.
A1 English → Tarzan entered the smoking-room, and sought a chair a little apart from the others who were there. He felt in no mood for conversation, and as he sipped his absinth he let his mind run rather sorrowfully over the past few weeks of his life. Time and again he had wondered if he had acted wisely in renouncing his birthright to a man to whom he owed nothing. It is true that he liked Clayton, but -- ah, but that was not the question. It was not for William Cecil Clayton, Lord Greystoke, that he had denied his birth. It was for the woman whom both he and Clayton had loved, and whom a strange freak of fate had given to Clayton instead of to him.
A1 English → That she loved him made the thing doubly difficult to bear, yet he knew that he could have done nothing less than he did do that night within the little railway station in the far Wisconsin woods. To him her happiness was the first consideration of all, and his brief experience with civilization and civilized men had taught him that without money and position life to most of them was unendurable.
A1 English → Jane Porter had been born to both, and had Tarzan taken them away from her future husband it would doubtless have plunged her into a life of misery and torture. That she would have spurned Clayton once he had been stripped of both his title and his estates never for once occurred to Tarzan, for he credited to others the same honest loyalty that was so inherent a quality in himself. Nor, in this instance, had he erred. Could any one thing have further bound Jane Porter to her promise to Clayton it would have been in the nature of some such misfortune as this overtaking him.
A1 English → Tarzan's thoughts drifted from the past to the future. He tried to look forward with pleasurable sensations to his return to the jungle of his birth and boyhood; the cruel, fierce jungle in which he had spent twenty of his twenty-two years. But who or what of all the myriad jungle life would there be to welcome his return? Not one. Only Tantor, the elephant, could he call friend. The others would hunt him or flee from him as had been their way in the past.
A1 English → Not even the apes of his own tribe would extend the hand of fellowship to him.
A1 English → If civilization had done nothing else for Tarzan of the Apes, it had to some extent taught him to crave the society of his own kind, and to feel with genuine pleasure the congenial warmth of companionship. And in the same ratio had it made any other life distasteful to him. It was difficult to imagine a world without a friend -- without a living thing who spoke the new tongues which Tarzan had learned to love so well. And so it was that Tarzan looked with little relish upon the future he had mapped out for himself.
A1 English → As he sat musing over his cigarette his eyes fell upon a mirror before him, and in it he saw reflected a table at which four men sat at cards. Presently one of them rose to leave, and then another approached, and Tarzan could see that he courteously offered to fill the vacant chair, that the game might not be interrupted. He was the smaller of the two whom Tarzan had seen whispering just outside the smoking-room.
A1 English → It was this fact that aroused a faint spark of interest in Tarzan, and so as he speculated upon the future he watched in the mirror the reflection of the players at the table behind him. Aside from the man who had but just entered the game Tarzan knew the name of but one of the other players. It was he who sat opposite the new player, Count Raoul de Coude, whom an over-attentive steward had pointed out as one of the celebrities of the passage, describing him as a man high in the official family of the French minister of war.
A1 English → Suddenly Tarzan's attention was riveted upon the picture in the glass. The other swarthy plotter had entered, and was standing behind the count's chair. Tarzan saw him turn and glance furtively about the room, but his eyes did not rest for a sufficient time upon the mirror to note the reflection of Tarzan's watchful eyes. Stealthily the man withdrew something from his pocket. Tarzan could not discern what the object was, for the man's hand covered it.
A1 English → Slowly the hand approached the count, and then, very deftly, the thing that was in it was transferred to the count's pocket. The man remained standing where he could watch the Frenchman's cards. Tarzan was puzzled, but he was all attention now, nor did he permit another detail of the incident to escape him.
A1 English → The play went on for some ten minutes after this, until the count won a considerable wager from him who had last joined the game, and then Tarzan saw the fellow back of the count's chair nod his head to his confederate. Instantly the player arose and pointed a finger at the count.
A1 English → "Had I known that monsieur was a professional card sharp I had not been so ready to be drawn into the game," he said.
A1 English → Instantly the count and the two other players were upon their feet.
A1 English → De Coude's face went white.
A1 English → "What do you mean, sir?" he cried. "Do you know to whom you speak?"
A1 English → "I know that I speak, for the last time, to one who cheats at cards," replied the fellow.
A1 English → The count leaned across the table, and struck the man full in the mouth with his open palm, and then the others closed in between them.
A1 English → "There is some mistake, sir," cried one of the other players. "Why, this is Count de Coude, of France." "If I am mistaken," said the accuser, "I shall gladly apologize; but before I do so first let monsieur le count explain the extra cards which I saw him drop into his side pocket."
A1 English → And then the man whom Tarzan had seen drop them there turned to sneak from the room, but to his annoyance he found the exit barred by a tall, gray-eyed stranger.
A1 English → "Pardon," said the man brusquely, attempting to pass to one side.
A1 English → "Wait," said Tarzan.
A1 English → "But why, monsieur?" exclaimed the other petulantly. "Permit me to pass, monsieur."
A1 English → "Wait," said Tarzan. "I think that there is a matter in here that you may doubtless be able to explain."
A1 English → The fellow had lost his temper by this time, and with a low oath seized Tarzan to push him to one side. The ape-man but smiled as he twisted the big fellow about and, grasping him by the collar of his coat, escorted him back to the table, struggling, cursing, and striking in futile remonstrance. It was Nikolas Rokoff's first experience with the muscles that had brought their savage owner victorious through encounters with Numa, the lion, and Terkoz, the great bull ape.
A1 English → The man who had accused De Coude, and the two others who had been playing, stood looking expectantly at the count. Several other passengers had drawn toward the scene of the altercation, and all awaited the denouement.
A1 English → "The fellow is crazy," said the count. "Gentlemen, I implore that one of you search me."
A1 English → "The accusation is ridiculous." This from one of the players.
A1 English → "You have but to slip your hand in the count's coat pocket and you will see that the accusation is quite serious," insisted the accuser. And then, as the others still hesitated to do so: "Come, I shall do it myself if no other will," and he stepped forward toward the count.
A1 English → "No, monsieur," said De Coude. "I will submit to a search only at the hands of a gentleman."
A1 English → "It is unnecessary to search the count. The cards are in his pocket. I myself saw them placed there."
A1 English → All turned in surprise toward this new speaker, to behold a very well-built young man urging a resisting captive toward them by the scruff of his neck.
A1 English → "It is a conspiracy," cried De Coude angrily. "There are no cards in my coat," and with that he ran his hand into his pocket. As he did so tense silence reigned in the little group. The count went dead white, and then very slowly he withdrew his hand, and in it were three cards.
A1 English → He looked at them in mute and horrified surprise, and slowly the red of mortification suffused his face. Expressions of pity and contempt tinged the features of those who looked on at the death of a man's honor.
A1 English → "It is a conspiracy, monsieur." It was the gray-eyed stranger who spoke. "Gentlemen," he continued, "monsieur le count did not know that those cards were in his pocket. They were placed there without his knowledge as he sat at play. From where I sat in that chair yonder I saw the reflection of it all in the mirror before me. This person whom I just intercepted in an effort to escape placed the cards in the count's pocket."
A1 English → De Coude had glanced from Tarzan to the man in his grasp.
A1 English → "MON DIEU, Nikolas!" he cried. "You?"
A1 English → Then he turned to his accuser, and eyed him intently for a moment.
A1 English → "And you, monsieur, I did not recognize you without your beard. It quite disguises you, Paulvitch. I see it all now. It is quite clear, gentlemen."
A1 English → "What shall we do with them, monsieur?" asked Tarzan. "Turn them over to the captain?"
A1 English → "No, my friend," said the count hastily. "It is a personal matter, and I beg that you will let it drop. It is sufficient that I have been exonerated from the charge. The less we have to do with such fellows, the better. But, monsieur, how can I thank you for the great kindness you have done me? Permit me to offer you my card, and should the time come when I may serve you, remember that I am yours to command."
A1 English → Tarzan had released Rokoff, who, with his confederate, Paulvitch, had hastened from the smoking-room. Just as he was leaving, Rokoff turned to Tarzan. "Monsieur will have ample opportunity to regret his interference in the affairs of others."
A1 English → Tarzan smiled, and then, bowing to the count, handed him his own card.
A1 English → The count read:
A1 English → M. JEAN C. TARZAN
A1 English → "Monsieur Tarzan," he said, "may indeed wish that he had never befriended me, for I can assure him that he has won the enmity of two of the most unmitigated scoundrels in all Europe. Avoid them, monsieur, by all means."
A1 English → "I have had more awe-inspiring enemies, my dear count," replied Tarzan with a quiet smile, "yet I am still alive and unworried. I think that neither of these two will ever find the means to harm me."
A1 English → "Let us hope not, monsieur," said De Coude; "but yet it will do no harm to be on the alert, and to know that you have made at least one enemy today who never forgets and never forgives, and in whose malignant brain there are always hatching new atrocities to perpetrate upon those who have thwarted or offended him. To say that Nikolas Rokoff is a devil would be to place a wanton affront upon his satanic majesty."
A1 English → That night as Tarzan entered his cabin he found a folded note upon the floor that had evidently been pushed beneath the door. He opened it and read:
A1 English → M. TARZAN:
A1 English → Doubtless you did not realize the gravity of your offense, or you would not have done the thing you did today. I am willing to believe that you acted in ignorance and without any intention to offend a stranger. For this reason I shall gladly permit you to offer an apology, and on receiving your assurances that you will not again interfere in affairs that do not concern you, I shall drop the matter.
A1 English → Otherwise -- but I am sure that you will see the wisdom of adopting the course I suggest.
A1 English → Very respectfully, NIKOLAS ROKOFF.
A1 English → Tarzan permitted a grim smile to play about his lips for a moment, then he promptly dropped the matter from his mind, and went to bed.
A1 English → In a nearby cabin the Countess de Coude was speaking to her husband.
A1 English → "Why so grave, my dear Raoul?" she asked. "You have been as glum as could be all evening. What worries you?"
A1 English → "Olga, Nikolas is on board. Did you know it?"
A1 English → "Nikolas!" she exclaimed. "But it is impossible, Raoul. It cannot be. Nikolas is under arrest in Germany."
A1 English → "So I thought myself until I saw him today -- him and that other arch scoundrel, Paulvitch. Olga, I cannot endure his persecution much longer. No, not even for you. Sooner or later I shall turn him over to the authorities. In fact, I am half minded to explain all to the captain before we land. On a French liner it were an easy matter, Olga, permanently to settle this Nemesis of ours."
A1 English → "Oh, no, Raoul!" cried the countess, sinking to her knees before him as he sat with bowed head upon a divan. "Do not do that. Remember your promise to me. Tell me, Raoul, that you will not do that. Do not even threaten him, Raoul."
A1 English → De Coude took his wife's hands in his, and gazed upon her pale and troubled countenance for some time before he spoke, as though he would wrest from those beautiful eyes the real reason which prompted her to shield this man.
A1 English → "Let it be as you wish, Olga," he said at length. "I cannot understand. He has forfeited all claim upon your love, loyalty, or respect. He is a menace to your life and honor, and the life and honor of your husband. I trust you may never regret championing him."
A1 English → "I do not champion him, Raoul," she interrupted vehemently. "I believe that I hate him as much as you do, but -- Oh, Raoul, blood is thicker than water."
A1 English → "I should today have liked to sample the consistency of his," growled De Coude grimly. "The two deliberately attempted to besmirch my honor, Olga," and then he told her of all that had happened in the smoking-room. "Had it not been for this utter stranger, they had succeeded, for who would have accepted my unsupported word against the damning evidence of those cards hidden on my person? I had almost begun to doubt myself when this Monsieur Tarzan dragged your precious Nikolas before us, and explained the whole cowardly transaction."
A1 English → "Monsieur Tarzan?" asked the countess, in evident surprise.
A1 English → "Yes. Do you know him, Olga?"
A1 English → "I have seen him. A steward pointed him out to me."
A1 English → "I did not know that he was a celebrity," said the count.
A1 English → Olga de Coude changed the subject. She discovered suddenly that she might find it difficult to explain just why the steward had pointed out the handsome Monsieur Tarzan to her. Perhaps she flushed the least little bit, for was not the count, her husband, gazing at her with a strangely quizzical expression. "Ah," she thought, "a guilty conscience is a most suspicious thing."
Original English C1
A1 English → Chapter 2. Forging Bonds of Hate and ---- ?
A1 English → It was not until late the following afternoon that Tarzan saw anything more of the fellow passengers into the midst of whose affairs his love of fair play had thrust him. And then he came most unexpectedly upon Rokoff and Paulvitch at a moment when of all others the two might least appreciate his company.
A1 English → They were standing on deck at a point which was temporarily deserted, and as Tarzan came upon them they were in heated argument with a woman. Tarzan noted that she was richly appareled, and that her slender, well-modeled figure denoted youth; but as she was heavily veiled he could not discern her features.
A1 English → The men were standing on either side of her, and the backs of all were toward Tarzan, so that he was quite close to them without their being aware of his presence. He noticed that Rokoff seemed to be threatening, the woman pleading; but they spoke in a strange tongue, and he could only guess from appearances that the girl was afraid.
A1 English → Rokoff's attitude was so distinctly filled with the threat of physical violence that the ape-man paused for an instant just behind the trio, instinctively sensing an atmosphere of danger. Scarcely had he hesitated ere the man seized the woman roughly by the wrist, twisting it as though to wring a promise from her through torture. What would have happened next had Rokoff had his way we may only conjecture, since he did not have his way at all. Instead, steel fingers gripped his shoulder, and he was swung unceremoniously around, to meet the cold gray eyes of the stranger who had thwarted him on the previous day.
A1 English → "SAPRISTI!" screamed the infuriated Rokoff. "What do you mean? Are you a fool that you thus again insult Nikolas Rokoff?"
A1 English → "This is my answer to your note, monsieur," said Tarzan, in a low voice. And then he hurled the fellow from him with such force that Rokoff lunged sprawling against the rail.
A1 English → "Name of a name!" shrieked Rokoff. "Pig, but you shall die for this," and, springing to his feet, he rushed upon Tarzan, tugging the meanwhile to draw a revolver from his hip pocket. The girl shrank back in terror.
A1 English → "Nikolas!" she cried. "Do not -- oh, do not do that. Quick, monsieur, fly, or he will surely kill you!" But instead of flying Tarzan advanced to meet the fellow. "Do not make a fool of yourself, monsieur," he said.
A1 English → Rokoff, who was in a perfect frenzy of rage at the humiliation the stranger had put upon him, had at last succeeded in drawing the revolver. He had stopped, and now he deliberately raised it to Tarzan's breast and pulled the trigger. The hammer fell with a futile click on an empty chamber -- the ape-man's hand shot out like the head of an angry python; there was a quick wrench, and the revolver sailed far out across the ship's rail, and dropped into the Atlantic.
A1 English → For a moment the two men stood there facing one another. Rokoff had regained his self-possession. He was the first to speak.
A1 English → "Twice now has monsieur seen fit to interfere in matters which do not concern him. Twice he has taken it upon himself to humiliate Nikolas Rokoff. The first offense was overlooked on the assumption that monsieur acted through ignorance, but this affair shall not be overlooked. If monsieur does not know who Nikolas Rokoff is, this last piece of effrontery will insure that monsieur later has good reason to remember him."
A1 English → "That you are a coward and a scoundrel, monsieur," replied Tarzan, "is all that I care to know of you," and he turned to ask the girl if the man had hurt her, but she had disappeared. Then, without even a glance toward Rokoff and his companion, he continued his stroll along the deck.
A1 English → Tarzan could not but wonder what manner of conspiracy was on foot, or what the scheme of the two men might be. There had been something rather familiar about the appearance of the veiled woman to whose rescue he had just come, but as he had not seen her face he could not be sure that he had ever seen her before. The only thing about her that he had particularly noticed was a ring of peculiar workmanship upon a finger of the hand that Rokoff had seized, and he determined to note the fingers of the women passengers he came upon thereafter, that he might discover the identity of her whom Rokoff was persecuting, and learn if the fellow had offered her further annoyance.
A1 English → Tarzan had sought his deck chair, where he sat speculating on the numerous instances of human cruelty, selfishness, and spite that had fallen to his lot to witness since that day in the jungle four years since that his eyes had first fallen upon a human being other than himself -- the sleek, black Kulonga, whose swift spear had that day found the vitals of Kala, the great she-ape, and robbed the youth, Tarzan, of the only mother he had ever known.
A1 English → He recalled the murder of King by the rat-faced Snipes; the abandonment of Professor Porter and his party by the mutineers of the ARROW; the cruelty of the black warriors and women of Mbonga to their captives; the petty jealousies of the civil and military officers of the West Coast colony that had afforded him his first introduction to the civilized world.
A1 English → "MON DIEU!" he soliloquized, "but they are all alike. Cheating, murdering, lying, fighting, and all for things that the beasts of the jungle would not deign to possess -- money to purchase the effeminate pleasures of weaklings. And yet withal bound down by silly customs that make them slaves to their unhappy lot while firm in the belief that they be the lords of creation enjoying the only real pleasures of existence. In the jungle one would scarcely stand supinely aside while another took his mate. It is a silly world, an idiotic world, and Tarzan of the Apes was a fool to renounce the freedom and the happiness of his jungle to come into it."
A1 English → Presently, as he sat there, the sudden feeling came over him that eyes were watching from behind, and the old instinct of the wild beast broke through the thin veneer of civilization, so that Tarzan wheeled about so quickly that the eyes of the young woman who had been surreptitiously regarding him had not even time to drop before the gray eyes of the ape-man shot an inquiring look straight into them. Then, as they fell, Tarzan saw a faint wave of crimson creep swiftly over the now half-averted face.
A1 English → He smiled to himself at the result of his very uncivilized and ungallant action, for he had not lowered his own eyes when they met those of the young woman. She was very young, and equally good to look upon. Further, there was something rather familiar about her that set Tarzan to wondering where he had seen her before. He resumed his former position, and presently he was aware that she had arisen and was leaving the deck. As she passed, Tarzan turned to watch her, in the hope that he might discover a clew to satisfy his mild curiosity as to her identity.
A1 English → Nor was he disappointed entirely, for as she walked away she raised one hand to the black, waving mass at the nape of her neck -- the peculiarly feminine gesture that admits cognizance of appraising eyes behind her -- and Tarzan saw upon a finger of this hand the ring of strange workmanship that he had seen upon the finger of the veiled woman a short time before.
A1 English → So it was this beautiful young woman Rokoff had been persecuting. Tarzan wondered in a lazy sort of way whom she might be, and what relations one so lovely could have with the surly, bearded Russian.
A1 English → After dinner that evening Tarzan strolled forward, where he remained until after dark, in conversation with the second officer, and when that gentleman's duties called him elsewhere Tarzan lolled lazily by the rail watching the play of the moonlight upon the gently rolling waters. He was half hidden by a davit, so that two men who approached along the deck did not see him, and as they passed Tarzan caught enough of their conversation to cause him to fall in behind them, to follow and learn what deviltry they were up to. He had recognized the voice as that of Rokoff, and had seen that his companion was Paulvitch.
A1 English → Tarzan had overheard but a few words: "And if she screams you may choke her until--" But those had been enough to arouse the spirit of adventure within him, and so he kept the two men in sight as they walked, briskly now, along the deck. To the smoking-room he followed them, but they merely halted at the doorway long enough, apparently, to assure themselves that one whose whereabouts they wished to establish was within.
A1 English → Then they proceeded directly to the first-class cabins upon the promenade deck. Here Tarzan found greater difficulty in escaping detection, but he managed to do so successfully. As they halted before one of the polished hardwood doors, Tarzan slipped into the shadow of a passageway not a dozen feet from them.
A1 English → To their knock a woman's voice asked in French: "Who is it?"
A1 English → "It is I, Olga -- Nikolas," was the answer, in Rokoff's now familiar guttural. "May I come in?"
A1 English → "Why do you not cease persecuting me, Nikolas?" came the voice of the woman from beyond the thin panel. "I have never harmed you."
A1 English → "Come, come, Olga," urged the man, in propitiary tones; "I but ask a half dozen words with you. I shall not harm you, nor shall I enter your cabin; but I cannot shout my message through the door."
A1 English → Tarzan heard the catch click as it was released from the inside. He stepped out from his hiding-place far enough to see what transpired when the door was opened, for he could not but recall the sinister words he had heard a few moments before upon the deck, "And if she screams you may choke her."
A1 English → Rokoff was standing directly in front of the door. Paulvitch had flattened himself against the paneled wall of the corridor beyond. The door opened. Rokoff half entered the room, and stood with his back against the door, speaking in a low whisper to the woman, whom Tarzan could not see. Then Tarzan heard the woman's voice, level, but loud enough to distinguish her words.
A1 English → "No, Nikolas," she was saying, "it is useless. Threaten as you will, I shall never accede to your demands. Leave the room, please; you have no right here. You promised not to enter."
A1 English → "Very well, Olga, I shall not enter; but before I am done with you, you shall wish a thousand times that you had done at once the favor I have asked. In the end I shall win anyway, so you might as well save trouble and time for me, and disgrace for yourself and your--"
A1 English → "Never, Nikolas!" interrupted the woman, and then Tarzan saw Rokoff turn and nod to Paulvitch, who sprang quickly toward the doorway of the cabin, rushing in past Rokoff, who held the door open for him. Then the latter stepped quickly out. The door closed. Tarzan heard the click of the lock as Paulvitch turned it from the inside. Rokoff remained standing before the door, with head bent, as though to catch the words of the two within. A nasty smile curled his bearded lip.
A1 English → Tarzan could hear the woman's voice commanding the fellow to leave her cabin. "I shall send for my husband," she cried. "He will show you no mercy."
A1 English → Paulvitch's sneering laugh came through the polished panels.
A1 English → "The purser will fetch your husband, madame," said the man. "In fact, that officer has already been notified that you are entertaining a man other than your husband behind the locked door of your cabin."
A1 English → "Bah!" cried the woman. "My husband will know!"
A1 English → "Most assuredly your husband will know, but the purser will not; nor will the newspaper men who shall in some mysterious way hear of it on our landing. But they will think it a fine story, and so will all your friends when they read of it at breakfast on -- let me see, this is Tuesday -- yes, when they read of it at breakfast next Friday morning. Nor will it detract from the interest they will all feel when they learn that the man whom madame entertained is a Russian servant -- her brother's valet, to be quite exact."
A1 English → "Alexis Paulvitch," came the woman's voice, cold and fearless, "you are a coward, and when I whisper a certain name in your ear you will think better of your demands upon me and your threats against me, and then you will leave my cabin quickly, nor do I think that ever again will you, at least, annoy me," and there came a moment's silence in which Tarzan could imagine the woman leaning toward the scoundrel and whispering the thing she had hinted at into his ear. Only a moment of silence, and then a startled oath from the man -- the scuffling of feet -- a woman's scream -- and silence.
A1 English → But scarcely had the cry ceased before the ape-man had leaped from his hiding-place. Rokoff started to run, but Tarzan grasped him by the collar and dragged him back. Neither spoke, for both felt instinctively that murder was being done in that room, and Tarzan was confident that Rokoff had had no intention that his confederate should go that far -- he felt that the man's aims were deeper than that -- deeper and even more sinister than brutal, cold-blooded murder. Without hesitating to question those within, the ape-man threw his giant shoulder against the frail panel, and in a shower of splintered wood he entered the cabin, dragging Rokoff after him. Before him, on a couch, the woman lay, and on top of her was Paulvitch, his fingers gripping the fair throat, while his victim's hands beat futilely at his face, tearing desperately at the cruel fingers that were forcing the life from her.
A1 English → The noise of his entrance brought Paulvitch to his feet, where he stood glowering menacingly at Tarzan. The girl rose falteringly to a sitting posture upon the couch. One hand was at her throat, and her breath came in little gasps. Although disheveled and very pale, Tarzan recognized her as the young woman whom he had caught staring at him on deck earlier in the day.
A1 English → "What is the meaning of this?" said Tarzan, turning to Rokoff, whom he intuitively singled out as the instigator of the outrage. The man remained silent, scowling. "Touch the button, please," continued the ape-man; "we will have one of the ship's officers here -- this affair has gone quite far enough."
A1 English → "No, no," cried the girl, coming suddenly to her feet. "Please do not do that. I am sure that there was no real intention to harm me. I angered this person, and he lost control of himself, that is all. I would not care to have the matter go further, please, monsieur," and there was such a note of pleading in her voice that Tarzan could not press the matter, though his better judgment warned him that there was something afoot here of which the proper authorities should be made cognizant.
A1 English → "You wish me to do nothing, then, in the matter?" he asked.
A1 English → "Nothing, please," she replied.
A1 English → "You are content that these two scoundrels should continue persecuting you?"
A1 English → She did not seem to know what answer to make, and looked very troubled and unhappy. Tarzan saw a malicious grin of triumph curl Rokoff's lip. The girl evidently was in fear of these two -- she dared not express her real desires before them.
A1 English → "Then," said Tarzan, "I shall act on my own responsibility. To you," he continued, turning to Rokoff, "and this includes your accomplice, I may say that from now on to the end of the voyage I shall take it upon myself to keep an eye on you, and should there chance to come to my notice any act of either one of you that might even remotely annoy this young woman you shall be called to account for it directly to me, nor shall the calling or the accounting be pleasant experiences for either of you.
A1 English → "Now get out of here," and he grabbed Rokoff and Paulvitch each by the scruff of the neck and thrust them forcibly through the doorway, giving each an added impetus down the corridor with the toe of his boot. Then he turned back to the stateroom and the girl. She was looking at him in wide-eyed astonishment.
A1 English → "And you, madame, will confer a great favor upon me if you will but let me know if either of those rascals troubles you further."
A1 English → "Ah, monsieur," she answered, "I hope that you will not suffer for the kind deed you attempted. You have made a very wicked and resourceful enemy, who will stop at nothing to satisfy his hatred. You must be very careful indeed, Monsieur--"
A1 English → "Pardon me, madame, my name is Tarzan."
A1 English → "Monsieur Tarzan. And because I would not consent to notify the officers, do not think that I am not sincerely grateful to you for the brave and chivalrous protection you rendered me. Good night, Monsieur Tarzan. I shall never forget the debt I owe you," and, with a most winsome smile that displayed a row of perfect teeth, the girl curtsied to Tarzan, who bade her good night and made his way on deck.
A1 English → It puzzled the man considerably that there should be two on board -- this girl and Count de Coude -- who suffered indignities at the hands of Rokoff and his companion, and yet would not permit the offenders to be brought to justice. Before he turned in that night his thoughts reverted many times to the beautiful young woman into the evidently tangled web of whose life fate had so strangely introduced him. It occurred to him that he had not learned her name. That she was married had been evidenced by the narrow gold band that encircled the third finger of her left hand. Involuntarily he wondered who the lucky man might be.
A1 English → Tarzan saw nothing further of any of the actors in the little drama that he had caught a fleeting glimpse of until late in the afternoon of the last day of the voyage. Then he came suddenly face to face with the young woman as the two approached their deck chairs from opposite directions. She greeted him with a pleasant smile, speaking almost immediately of the affair he had witnessed in her cabin two nights before. It was as though she had been perturbed by a conviction that he might have construed her acquaintance with such men as Rokoff and Paulvitch as a personal reflection upon herself.
A1 English → "I trust monsieur has not judged me," she said, "by the unfortunate occurrence of Tuesday evening. I have suffered much on account of it -- this is the first time that I have ventured from my cabin since; I have been ashamed," she concluded simply.
A1 English → "One does not judge the gazelle by the lions that attack it," replied Tarzan. "I had seen those two work before -- in the smoking-room the day prior to their attack on you, if I recollect it correctly, and so, knowing their methods, I am convinced that their enmity is a sufficient guarantee of the integrity of its object. Men such as they must cleave only to the vile, hating all that is noblest and best."
A1 English → "It is very kind of you to put it that way," she replied, smiling. "I have already heard of the matter of the card game. My husband told me the entire story. He spoke especially of the strength and bravery of Monsieur Tarzan, to whom he feels that he owes an immense debt of gratitude."
A1 English → "Your husband?" repeated Tarzan questioningly.
A1 English → "Yes. I am the Countess de Coude."
A1 English → "I am already amply repaid, madame, in knowing that I have rendered a service to the wife of the Count de Coude."
A1 English → "Alas, monsieur, I already am so greatly indebted to you that I may never hope to settle my own account, so pray do not add further to my obligations," and she smiled so sweetly upon him that Tarzan felt that a man might easily attempt much greater things than he had accomplished, solely for the pleasure of receiving the benediction of that smile.
A1 English → He did not see her again that day, and in the rush of landing on the following morning he missed her entirely, but there had been something in the expression of her eyes as they parted on deck the previous day that haunted him. It had been almost wistful as they had spoken of the strangeness of the swift friendships of an ocean crossing, and of the equal ease with which they are broken forever.
A1 English → Tarzan wondered if he should ever see her again.
Original English C1
A1 English → Chapter 3. What Happened in the Rue Maule
A1 English → On his arrival in Paris, Tarzan had gone directly to the apartments of his old friend, D'Arnot, where the naval lieutenant had scored him roundly for his decision to renounce the title and estates that were rightly his from his father, John Clayton, the late Lord Greystoke.
A1 English → "You must be mad, my friend," said D'Arnot, "thus lightly to give up not alone wealth and position, but an opportunity to prove beyond doubt to all the world that in your veins flows the noble blood of two of England's most honored houses -- instead of the blood of a savage she-ape. It is incredible that they could have believed you -- Miss Porter least of all.
A1 English → "Why, I never did believe it, even back in the wilds of your African jungle, when you tore the raw meat of your kills with mighty jaws, like some wild beast, and wiped your greasy hands upon your thighs. Even then, before there was the slightest proof to the contrary, I knew that you were mistaken in the belief that Kala was your mother.
A1 English → "And now, with your father's diary of the terrible life led by him and your mother on that wild African shore; with the account of your birth, and, final and most convincing proof of all, your own baby finger prints upon the pages of it, it seems incredible to me that you are willing to remain a nameless, penniless vagabond."
A1 English → "I do not need any better name than Tarzan," replied the ape-man; "and as for remaining a penniless vagabond, I have no intention of so doing. In fact, the next, and let us hope the last, burden that I shall be forced to put upon your unselfish friendship will be the finding of employment for me."
A1 English → "Pooh, pooh!" scoffed D'Arnot. "You know that I did not mean that. Have I not told you a dozen times that I have enough for twenty men, and that half of what I have is yours? And if I gave it all to you, would it represent even the tenth part of the value I place upon your friendship, my Tarzan? Would it repay the services you did me in Africa? I do not forget, my friend, that but for you and your wondrous bravery I had died at the stake in the village of Mbonga's cannibals. Nor do I forget that to your self-sacrificing devotion I owe the fact that I recovered from the terrible wounds I received at their hands -- I discovered later something of what it meant to you to remain with me in the amphitheater of apes while your heart was urging you on to the coast.
A1 English → "When we finally came there, and found that Miss Porter and her party had left, I commenced to realize something of what you had done for an utter stranger. Nor am I trying to repay you with money, Tarzan. It is that just at present you need money; were it sacrifice that I might offer you it were the same -- my friendship must always be yours, because our tastes are similar, and I admire you. That I cannot command, but the money I can and shall."
A1 English → "Well," laughed Tarzan, "we shall not quarrel over the money. I must live, and so I must have it; but I shall be more contented with something to do. You cannot show me your friendship in a more convincing manner than to find employment for me -- I shall die of inactivity in a short while. As for my birthright -- it is in good hands. Clayton is not guilty of robbing me of it. He truly believes that he is the real Lord Greystoke, and the chances are that he will make a better English lord than a man who was born and raised in an African jungle. You know that I am but half civilized even now. Let me see red in anger but for a moment, and all the instincts of the savage beast that I really am, submerge what little I possess of the milder ways of culture and refinement.
A1 English → "And then again, had I declared myself I should have robbed the woman I love of the wealth and position that her marriage to Clayton will now insure to her. I could not have done that -- could I, Paul?
A1 English → "Nor is the matter of birth of great importance to me," he went on, without waiting for a reply. "Raised as I have been, I see no worth in man or beast that is not theirs by virtue of their own mental or physical prowess. And so I am as happy to think of Kala as my mother as I would be to try to picture the poor, unhappy little English girl who passed away a year after she bore me. Kala was always kind to me in her fierce and savage way. I must have nursed at her hairy breast from the time that my own mother died. She fought for me against the wild denizens of the forest, and against the savage members of our tribe, with the ferocity of real mother love.
A1 English → "And I, on my part, loved her, Paul. I did not realize how much until after the cruel spear and the poisoned arrow of Mbonga's black warrior had stolen her away from me. I was still a child when that occurred, and I threw myself upon her dead body and wept out my anguish as a child might for his own mother. To you, my friend, she would have appeared a hideous and ugly creature, but to me she was beautiful -- so gloriously does love transfigure its object. And so I am perfectly content to remain forever the son of Kala, the she-ape."
A1 English → "I do not admire you the less for your loyalty," said D'Arnot, "but the time will come when you will be glad to claim your own. Remember what I say, and let us hope that it will be as easy then as it is now. You must bear in mind that Professor Porter and Mr. Philander are the only people in the world who can swear that the little skeleton found in the cabin with those of your father and mother was that of an infant anthropoid ape, and not the offspring of Lord and Lady Greystoke. That evidence is most important. They are both old men. They may not live many years longer. And then, did it not occur to you that once Miss Porter knew the truth she would break her engagement with Clayton? You might easily have your title, your estates, and the woman you love, Tarzan. Had you not thought of that?"
A1 English → Tarzan shook his head. "You do not know her," he said. "Nothing could bind her closer to her bargain than some misfortune to Clayton. She is from an old southern family in America, and southerners pride themselves upon their loyalty."
A1 English → Tarzan spent the two following weeks renewing his former brief acquaintance with Paris. In the daytime he haunted the libraries and picture galleries. He had become an omnivorous reader, and the world of possibilities that were opened to him in this seat of culture and learning fairly appalled him when he contemplated the very infinitesimal crumb of the sum total of human knowledge that a single individual might hope to acquire even after a lifetime of study and research; but he learned what he could by day, and threw himself into a search for relaxation and amusement at night. Nor did he find Paris a whit less fertile field for his nocturnal avocation.
A1 English → If he smoked too many cigarettes and drank too much absinth it was because he took civilization as he found it, and did the things that he found his civilized brothers doing. The life was a new and alluring one, and in addition he had a sorrow in his breast and a great longing which he knew could never be fulfilled, and so he sought in study and in dissipation -- the two extremes -- to forget the past and inhibit contemplation of the future.
A1 English → He was sitting in a music hall one evening, sipping his absinth and admiring the art of a certain famous Russian dancer, when he caught a passing glimpse of a pair of evil black eyes upon him. The man turned and was lost in the crowd at the exit before Tarzan could catch a good look at him, but he was confident that he had seen those eyes before and that they had been fastened on him this evening through no passing accident. He had had the uncanny feeling for some time that he was being watched, and it was in response to this animal instinct that was strong within him that he had turned suddenly and surprised the eyes in the very act of watching him.
A1 English → Before he left the music hall the matter had been forgotten, nor did he notice the swarthy individual who stepped deeper into the shadows of an opposite doorway as Tarzan emerged from the brilliantly lighted amusement hall.
A1 English → Had Tarzan but known it, he had been followed many times from this and other places of amusement, but seldom if ever had he been alone. Tonight D'Arnot had had another engagement, and Tarzan had come by himself.
A1 English → As he turned in the direction he was accustomed to taking from this part of Paris to his apartments, the watcher across the street ran from his hiding-place and hurried on ahead at a rapid pace.
A1 English → Tarzan had been wont to traverse the Rue Maule on his way home at night. Because it was very quiet and very dark it reminded him more of his beloved African jungle than did the noisy and garish streets surrounding it. If you are familiar with your Paris you will recall the narrow, forbidding precincts of the Rue Maule. If you are not, you need but ask the police about it to learn that in all Paris there is no street to which you should give a wider berth after dark.
A1 English → On this night Tarzan had proceeded some two squares through the dense shadows of the squalid old tenements which line this dismal way when he was attracted by screams and cries for help from the third floor of an opposite building. The voice was a woman's. Before the echoes of her first cries had died Tarzan was bounding up the stairs and through the dark corridors to her rescue.
A1 English → At the end of the corridor on the third landing a door stood slightly ajar, and from within Tarzan heard again the same appeal that had lured him from the street. Another instant found him in the center of a dimly-lighted room. An oil lamp burned upon a high, old-fashioned mantel, casting its dim rays over a dozen repulsive figures. All but one were men. The other was a woman of about thirty. Her face, marked by low passions and dissipation, might once have been lovely. She stood with one hand at her throat, crouching against the farther wall.
A1 English → "Help, monsieur," she cried in a low voice as Tarzan entered the room; "they were killing me."
A1 English → As Tarzan turned toward the men about him he saw the crafty, evil faces of habitual criminals. He wondered that they had made no effort to escape. A movement behind him caused him to turn. Two things his eyes saw, and one of them caused him considerable wonderment. A man was sneaking stealthily from the room, and in the brief glance that Tarzan had of him he saw that it was Rokoff. But the other thing that he saw was of more immediate interest. It was a great brute of a fellow tiptoeing upon him from behind with a huge bludgeon in his hand, and then, as the man and his confederates saw that he was discovered, there was a concerted rush upon Tarzan from all sides. Some of the men drew knives. Others picked up chairs, while the fellow with the bludgeon raised it high above his head in a mighty swing that would have crushed Tarzan's head had it ever descended upon it.
A1 English → But the brain, and the agility, and the muscles that had coped with the mighty strength and cruel craftiness of Terkoz and Numa in the fastness of their savage jungle were not to be so easily subdued as these apaches of Paris had believed.
A1 English → Selecting his most formidable antagonist, the fellow with the bludgeon, Tarzan charged full upon him, dodging the falling weapon, and catching the man a terrific blow on the point of the chin that felled him in his tracks.
A1 English → Then he turned upon the others. This was sport. He was reveling in the joy of battle and the lust of blood. As though it had been but a brittle shell, to break at the least rough usage, the thin veneer of his civilization fell from him, and the ten burly villains found themselves penned in a small room with a wild and savage beast, against whose steel muscles their puny strength was less than futile.
A1 English → At the end of the corridor without stood Rokoff, waiting the outcome of the affair. He wished to be sure that Tarzan was dead before he left, but it was not a part of his plan to be one of those within the room when the murder occurred.
A1 English → The woman still stood where she had when Tarzan entered, but her face had undergone a number of changes with the few minutes which had elapsed. From the semblance of distress which it had worn when Tarzan first saw it, it had changed to one of craftiness as he had wheeled to meet the attack from behind; but the change Tarzan had not seen.
A1 English → Later an expression of surprise and then one of horror superseded the others. And who may wonder. For the immaculate gentleman her cries had lured to what was to have been his death had been suddenly metamorphosed into a demon of revenge. Instead of soft muscles and a weak resistance, she was looking upon a veritable Hercules gone mad.
A1 English → "MON DIEU!" she cried; "he is a beast!" For the strong, white teeth of the ape-man had found the throat of one of his assailants, and Tarzan fought as he had learned to fight with the great bull apes of the tribe of Kerchak.
A1 English → He was in a dozen places at once, leaping hither and thither about the room in sinuous bounds that reminded the woman of a panther she had seen at the zoo. Now a wrist-bone snapped in his iron grip, now a shoulder was wrenched from its socket as he forced a victim's arm backward and upward.
A1 English → With shrieks of pain the men escaped into the hallway as quickly as they could; but even before the first one staggered, bleeding and broken, from the room, Rokoff had seen enough to convince him that Tarzan would not be the one to lie dead in that house this night, and so the Russian had hastened to a nearby den and telephoned the police that a man was committing murder on the third floor of Rue Maule, 27. When the officers arrived they found three men groaning on the floor, a frightened woman lying upon a filthy bed, her face buried in her arms, and what appeared to be a well-dressed young gentleman standing in the center of the room awaiting the reenforcements which he had thought the footsteps of the officers hurrying up the stairway had announced -- but they were mistaken in the last; it was a wild beast that looked upon them through those narrowed lids and steel-gray eyes. With the smell of blood the last vestige of civilization had deserted Tarzan, and now he stood at bay, like a lion surrounded by hunters, awaiting the next overt act, and crouching to charge its author.
A1 English → "What has happened here?" asked one of the policemen.
A1 English → Tarzan explained briefly, but when he turned to the woman for confirmation of his statement he was appalled by her reply.
A1 English → "He lies!" she screamed shrilly, addressing the policeman. "He came to my room while I was alone, and for no good purpose. When I repulsed him he would have killed me had not my screams attracted these gentlemen, who were passing the house at the time. He is a devil, monsieurs; alone he has all but killed ten men with his bare hands and his teeth."
A1 English → So shocked was Tarzan by her ingratitude that for a moment he was struck dumb. The police were inclined to be a little skeptical, for they had had other dealings with this same lady and her lovely coterie of gentlemen friends. However, they were policemen, not judges, so they decided to place all the inmates of the room under arrest, and let another, whose business it was, separate the innocent from the guilty.
A1 English → But they found that it was one thing to tell this well-dressed young man that he was under arrest, but quite another to enforce it.
A1 English → "I am guilty of no offense," he said quietly. "I have but sought to defend myself. I do not know why the woman has told you what she has. She can have no enmity against me, for never until I came to this room in response to her cries for help had I seen her."
A1 English → "Come, come," said one of the officers; "there are judges to listen to all that," and he advanced to lay his hand upon Tarzan's shoulder. An instant later he lay crumpled in a corner of the room, and then, as his comrades rushed in upon the ape-man, they experienced a taste of what the apaches had but recently gone through. So quickly and so roughly did he handle them that they had not even an opportunity to draw their revolvers.
A1 English → During the brief fight Tarzan had noted the open window and, beyond, the stem of a tree, or a telegraph pole -- he could not tell which. As the last officer went down, one of his fellows succeeded in drawing his revolver and, from where he lay on the floor, fired at Tarzan. The shot missed, and before the man could fire again Tarzan had swept the lamp from the mantel and plunged the room into darkness.
A1 English → The next they saw was a lithe form spring to the sill of the open window and leap, panther-like, onto the pole across the walk. When the police gathered themselves together and reached the street their prisoner was nowhere to be seen.
A1 English → They did not handle the woman and the men who had not escaped any too gently when they took them to the station; they were a very sore and humiliated detail of police. It galled them to think that it would be necessary to report that a single unarmed man had wiped the floor with the whole lot of them, and then escaped them as easily as though they had not existed.
A1 English → The officer who had remained in the street swore that no one had leaped from the window or left the building from the time they entered until they had come out. His comrades thought that he lied, but they could not prove it.
A1 English → When Tarzan found himself clinging to the pole outside the window, he followed his jungle instinct and looked below for enemies before he ventured down. It was well he did, for just beneath stood a policeman. Above, Tarzan saw no one, so he went up instead of down.
A1 English → The top of the pole was opposite the roof of the building, so it was but the work of an instant for the muscles that had for years sent him hurtling through the treetops of his primeval forest to carry him across the little space between the pole and the roof. From one building he went to another, and so on, with much climbing, until at a cross street he discovered another pole, down which he ran to the ground.
A1 English → For a square or two he ran swiftly; then he turned into a little all-night cafe and in the lavatory removed the evidences of his over-roof promenade from hands and clothes. When he emerged a few moments later it was to saunter slowly on toward his apartments.
A1 English → Not far from them he came to a well-lighted boulevard which it was necessary to cross. As he stood directly beneath a brilliant arc light, waiting for a limousine that was approaching to pass him, he heard his name called in a sweet feminine voice. Looking up, he met the smiling eyes of Olga de Coude as she leaned forward upon the back seat of the machine. He bowed very low in response to her friendly greeting. When he straightened up the machine had borne her away.
A1 English → "Rokoff and the Countess de Coude both in the same evening," he soliloquized; "Paris is not so large, after all."
Original English C1
A1 English → Chapter 4. The Countess Explains
A1 English → "Your Paris is more dangerous than my savage jungles, Paul," concluded Tarzan, after narrating his adventures to his friend the morning following his encounter with the apaches and police in the Rue Maule. "Why did they lure me there? Were they hungry?"
A1 English → D'Arnot feigned a horrified shudder, but he laughed at the quaint suggestion.
A1 English → "It is difficult to rise above the jungle standards and reason by the light of civilized ways, is it not, my friend?" he queried banteringly.
A1 English → "Civilized ways, forsooth," scoffed Tarzan. "Jungle standards do not countenance wanton atrocities. There we kill for food and for self-preservation, or in the winning of mates and the protection of the young. Always, you see, in accordance with the dictates of some great natural law. But here! Faugh, your civilized man is more brutal than the brutes. He kills wantonly, and, worse than that, he utilizes a noble sentiment, the brotherhood of man, as a lure to entice his unwary victim to his doom. It was in answer to an appeal from a fellow being that I hastened to that room where the assassins lay in wait for me.
A1 English → "I did not realize, I could not realize for a long time afterward, that any woman could sink to such moral depravity as that one must have to call a would-be rescuer to death. But it must have been so -- the sight of Rokoff there and the woman's later repudiation of me to the police make it impossible to place any other construction upon her acts. Rokoff must have known that I frequently passed through the Rue Maule. He lay in wait for me -- his entire scheme worked out to the last detail, even to the woman's story in case a hitch should occur in the program such as really did happen. It is all perfectly plain to me."
A1 English → "Well," said D'Arnot, "among other things, it has taught you what I have been unable to impress upon you -- that the Rue Maule is a good place to avoid after dark."
A1 English → "On the contrary," replied Tarzan, with a smile, "it has convinced me that it is the one worth-while street in all Paris. Never again shall I miss an opportunity to traverse it, for it has given me the first real entertainment I have had since I left Africa."
A1 English → "It may give you more than you will relish even without another visit," said D'Arnot. "You are not through with the police yet, remember. I know the Paris police well enough to assure you that they will not soon forget what you did to them. Sooner or later they will get you, my dear Tarzan, and then they will lock the wild man of the woods up behind iron bars. How will you like that?"
A1 English → "They will never lock Tarzan of the Apes behind iron bars," replied he, grimly.
A1 English → There was something in the man's voice as he said it that caused D'Arnot to look up sharply at his friend. What he saw in the set jaw and the cold, gray eyes made the young Frenchman very apprehensive for this great child, who could recognize no law mightier than his own mighty physical prowess. He saw that something must be done to set Tarzan right with the police before another encounter was possible.
A1 English → "You have much to learn, Tarzan," he said gravely. "The law of man must be respected, whether you relish it or no. Nothing but trouble can come to you and your friends should you persist in defying the police. I can explain it to them once for you, and that I shall do this very day, but hereafter you must obey the law. If its representatives say 'Come,' you must come; if they say 'Go,' you must go. Now we shall go to my great friend in the department and fix up this matter of the Rue Maule. Come!"
A1 English → Together they entered the office of the police official a half hour later. He was very cordial. He remembered Tarzan from the visit the two had made him several months prior in the matter of finger prints.
A1 English → When D'Arnot had concluded the narration of the events which had transpired the previous evening, a grim smile was playing about the lips of the policeman. He touched a button near his hand, and as he waited for the clerk to respond to its summons he searched through the papers on his desk for one which he finally located.
A1 English → "Here, Joubon," he said as the clerk entered. "Summon these officers -- have them come to me at once," and he handed the man the paper he had sought. Then he turned to Tarzan.
A1 English → "You have committed a very grave offense, monsieur," he said, not unkindly, "and but for the explanation made by our good friend here I should be inclined to judge you harshly. I am, instead, about to do a rather unheard-of-thing. I have summoned the officers whom you maltreated last night. They shall hear Lieutenant D'Arnot's story, and then I shall leave it to their discretion to say whether you shall be prosecuted or not.
A1 English → "You have much to learn about the ways of civilization. Things that seem strange or unnecessary to you, you must learn to accept until you are able to judge the motives behind them. The officers whom you attacked were but doing their duty. They had no discretion in the matter. Every day they risk their lives in the protection of the lives or property of others. They would do the same for you. They are very brave men, and they are deeply mortified that a single unarmed man bested and beat them.
A1 English → "Make it easy for them to overlook what you did. Unless I am gravely in error you are yourself a very brave man, and brave men are proverbially magnanimous."
A1 English → Further conversation was interrupted by the appearance of the four policemen. As their eyes fell on Tarzan, surprise was writ large on each countenance.
A1 English → "My children," said the official, "here is the gentleman whom you met in the Rue Maule last evening. He has come voluntarily to give himself up. I wish you to listen attentively to Lieutenant D'Arnot, who will tell you a part of the story of monsieur's life. It may explain his attitude toward you of last night. Proceed, my dear lieutenant."
A1 English → D'Arnot spoke to the policemen for half an hour. He told them something of Tarzan's wild jungle life. He explained the savage training that had taught him to battle like a wild beast in self-preservation. It became plain to them that the man had been guided by instinct rather than reason in his attack upon them. He had not understood their intentions. To him they had been little different from any of the various forms of life he had been accustomed to in his native jungle, where practically all were his enemies.
A1 English → "Your pride has been wounded," said D'Arnot, in conclusion. "It is the fact that this man overcame you that hurts the most. But you need feel no shame. You would not make apologies for defeat had you been penned in that small room with an African lion, or with the great Gorilla of the jungles.
A1 English → "And yet you were battling with muscles that have time and time again been pitted, and always victoriously, against these terrors of the dark continent. It is no disgrace to fall beneath the superhuman strength of Tarzan of the Apes."
A1 English → And then, as the men stood looking first at Tarzan and then at their superior the ape-man did the one thing which was needed to erase the last remnant of animosity which they might have felt for him. With outstretched hand he advanced toward them.
A1 English → "I am sorry for the mistake I made," he said simply. "Let us be friends." And that was the end of the whole matter, except that Tarzan became a subject of much conversation in the barracks of the police, and increased the number of his friends by four brave men at least.
A1 English → On their return to D'Arnot's apartments the lieutenant found a letter awaiting him from an English friend, William Cecil Clayton, Lord Greystoke. The two had maintained a correspondence since the birth of their friendship on that ill-fated expedition in search of Jane Porter after her theft by Terkoz, the bull ape.
A1 English → "They are to be married in London in about two months," said D'Arnot, as he completed his perusal of the letter. Tarzan did not need to be told who was meant by "they." He made no reply, but he was very quiet and thoughtful during the balance of the day.
A1 English → That evening they attended the opera. Tarzan's mind was still occupied by his gloomy thoughts. He paid little or no attention to what was transpiring upon the stage. Instead he saw only the lovely vision of a beautiful American girl, and heard naught but a sad, sweet voice acknowledging that his love was returned. And she was to marry another!
A1 English → He shook himself to be rid of his unwelcome thoughts, and at the same instant he felt eyes upon him. With the instinct that was his by virtue of training he looked up squarely into the eyes that were looking at him, to find that they were shining from the smiling face of Olga, Countess de Coude. As Tarzan returned her bow he was positive that there was an invitation in her look, almost a plea. The next intermission found him beside her in her box.
A1 English → "I have so much wished to see you," she was saying. "It has troubled me not a little to think that after the service you rendered to both my husband and myself no adequate explanation was ever made you of what must have seemed ingratitude on our part in not taking the necessary steps to prevent a repetition of the attacks upon us by those two men."
A1 English → "You wrong me," replied Tarzan. "My thoughts of you have been only the most pleasant. You must not feel that any explanation is due me. Have they annoyed you further?"
A1 English → "They never cease," she replied sadly. "I feel that I must tell some one, and I do not know another who so deserves an explanation as you. You must permit me to do so. It may be of service to you, for I know Nikolas Rokoff quite well enough to be positive that you have not seen the last of him. He will find some means to be revenged upon you. What I wish to tell you may be of aid to you in combating any scheme of revenge he may harbor. I cannot tell you here, but tomorrow I shall be at home to Monsieur Tarzan at five."
A1 English → "It will be an eternity until tomorrow at five," he said, as he bade her good night. From a corner of the theater Rokoff and Paulvitch saw Monsieur Tarzan in the box of the Countess de Coude, and both men smiled.
A1 English → At four-thirty the following afternoon a swarthy, bearded man rang the bell at the servants' entrance of the palace of the Count de Coude. The footman who opened the door raised his eyebrows in recognition as he saw who stood without. A low conversation passed between the two.
A1 English → At first the footman demurred from some proposition that the bearded one made, but an instant later something passed from the hand of the caller to the hand of the servant. Then the latter turned and led the visitor by a roundabout way to a little curtained alcove off the apartment in which the countess was wont to serve tea of an afternoon.
A1 English → A half hour later Tarzan was ushered into the room, and presently his hostess entered, smiling, and with outstretched hands.
A1 English → "I am so glad that you came," she said.
A1 English → "Nothing could have prevented," he replied.
A1 English → For a few moments they spoke of the opera, of the topics that were then occupying the attention of Paris, of the pleasure of renewing their brief acquaintance which had had its inception under such odd circumstances, and this brought them to the subject that was uppermost in the minds of both.
A1 English → "You must have wondered," said the countess finally, "what the object of Rokoff's persecution could be. It is very simple. The count is intrusted with many of the vital secrets of the ministry of war. He often has in his possession papers that foreign powers would give a fortune to possess -- secrets of state that their agents would commit murder and worse than murder to learn.
A1 English → "There is such a matter now in his possession that would make the fame and fortune of any Russian who could divulge it to his government. Rokoff and Paulvitch are Russian spies. They will stop at nothing to procure this information. The affair on the liner -- I mean the matter of the card game -- was for the purpose of blackmailing the knowledge they seek from my husband.
A1 English → "Had he been convicted of cheating at cards, his career would have been blighted. He would have had to leave the war department. He would have been socially ostracized. They intended to hold this club over him -- the price of an avowal on their part that the count was but the victim of the plot of enemies who wished to besmirch his name was to have been the papers they seek.
A1 English → "You thwarted them in this. Then they concocted the scheme whereby my reputation was to be the price, instead of the count's. When Paulvitch entered my cabin he explained it to me. If I would obtain the information for them he promised to go no farther, otherwise Rokoff, who stood without, was to notify the purser that I was entertaining a man other than my husband behind the locked doors of my cabin. He was to tell every one he met on the boat, and when we landed he was to have given the whole story to the newspaper men.
A1 English → "Was it not too horrible? But I happened to know something of Monsieur Paulvitch that would send him to the gallows in Russia if it were known by the police of St. Petersburg. I dared him to carry out his plan, and then I leaned toward him and whispered a name in his ear. Like that" -- and she snapped her fingers-- "he flew at my throat as a madman. He would have killed me had you not interfered."
A1 English → "The brutes!" muttered Tarzan.
A1 English → "They are worse than that, my friend," she said.
A1 English → "They are devils. I fear for you because you have gained their hatred. I wish you to be on your guard constantly. Tell me that you will, for my sake, for I should never forgive myself should you suffer through the kindness you did me."
A1 English → "I do not fear them," he replied. "I have survived grimmer enemies than Rokoff and Paulvitch." He saw that she knew nothing of the occurrence in the Rue Maule, nor did he mention it, fearing that it might distress her.
A1 English → "For your own safety," he continued, "why do you not turn the scoundrels over to the authorities? They should make quick work of them."
A1 English → She hesitated for a moment before replying.
A1 English → "There are two reasons," she said finally. "One of them it is that keeps the count from doing that very thing. The other, my real reason for fearing to expose them, I have never told -- only Rokoff and I know it. I wonder," and then she paused, looking intently at him for a long time.
A1 English → "And what do you wonder?" he asked, smiling.
A1 English → "I was wondering why it is that I want to tell you the thing that I have not dared tell even to my husband. I believe that you would understand, and that you could tell me the right course to follow. I believe that you would not judge me too harshly."
A1 English → "I fear that I should prove a very poor judge, madame," Tarzan replied, "for if you had been guilty of murder I should say that the victim should be grateful to have met so sweet a fate."
A1 English → "Oh, dear, no," she expostulated; "it is not so terrible as that. But first let me tell you the reason the count has for not prosecuting these men; then, if I can hold my courage, I shall tell you the real reason that I dare not. The first is that Nikolas Rokoff is my brother. We are Russians. Nikolas has been a bad man since I can remember. He was cashiered from the Russian army, in which he held a captaincy. There was a scandal for a time, but after a while it was partially forgotten, and my father obtained a position for him in the secret service.
A1 English → "There have been many terrible crimes laid at Nikolas' door, but he has always managed to escape punishment. Of late he has accomplished it by trumped-up evidence convicting his victims of treason against the czar, and the Russian police, who are always only too ready to fasten guilt of this nature upon any and all, have accepted his version and exonerated him."
A1 English → "Have not his attempted crimes against you and your husband forfeited whatever rights the bonds of kinship might have accorded him?" asked Tarzan. "The fact that you are his sister has not deterred him from seeking to besmirch your honor. You owe him no loyalty, madame."
A1 English → "Ah, but there is that other reason. If I owe him no loyalty though he be my brother, I cannot so easily disavow the fear I hold him in because of a certain episode in my life of which he is cognizant.
A1 English → "I might as well tell you all," she resumed after a pause, "for I see that it is in my heart to tell you sooner or later. I was educated in a convent. While there I met a man whom I supposed to be a gentleman. I knew little or nothing about men and less about love. I got it into my foolish head that I loved this man, and at his urgent request I ran away with him. We were to have been married.
A1 English → "I was with him just three hours. All in the daytime and in public places -- railroad stations and upon a train. When we reached our destination where we were to have been married, two officers stepped up to my escort as we descended from the train, and placed him under arrest. They took me also, but when I had told my story they did not detain me, other than to send me back to the convent under the care of a matron. It seemed that the man who had wooed me was no gentleman at all, but a deserter from the army as well as a fugitive from civil justice. He had a police record in nearly every country in Europe.
A1 English → "The matter was hushed up by the authorities of the convent. Not even my parents knew of it. But Nikolas met the man afterward, and learned the whole story. Now he threatens to tell the count if I do not do just as he wishes me to."
A1 English → Tarzan laughed. "You are still but a little girl. The story that you have told me cannot reflect in any way upon your reputation, and were you not a little girl at heart you would know it. Go to your husband tonight, and tell him the whole story, just as you have told it to me. Unless I am much mistaken he will laugh at you for your fears, and take immediate steps to put that precious brother of yours in prison where he belongs."
A1 English → "I only wish that I dared," she said; "but I am afraid. I learned early to fear men. First my father, then Nikolas, then the fathers in the convent. Nearly all my friends fear their husbands -- why should I not fear mine?"
A1 English → "It does not seem right that women should fear men," said Tarzan, an expression of puzzlement on his face. "I am better acquainted with the jungle folk, and there it is more often the other way around, except among the black men, and they to my mind are in most ways lower in the scale than the beasts. No, I cannot understand why civilized women should fear men, the beings that are created to protect them. I should hate to think that any woman feared me."
A1 English → "I do not think that any woman would fear you, my friend," said Olga de Coude softly. "I have known you but a short while, yet though it may seem foolish to say it, you are the only man I have ever known whom I think that I should never fear -- it is strange, too, for you are very strong. I wondered at the ease with which you handled Nikolas and Paulvitch that night in my cabin. It was marvellous." As Tarzan was leaving her a short time later he wondered a little at the clinging pressure of her hand at parting, and the firm insistence with which she exacted a promise from him that he would call again on the morrow.
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A1 Glossary
Glossary index
accuser
English A1
A person who says that someone has done something wrong or broken the law.
/əˈkjuːzər/
Example: “This is Count de Coude, of France.” “If I am wrong,” said the accuser, “I will say sorry.
A1 English: #34 · #44 · #53
Original English: #34 · #44 · #53
admiring
English A1
Showing that you think someone or something is very good.
/ədˈmaɪərɪŋ/
Example: He was sipping his absinth and admiring a famous Russian dancer.
A1 English: #165
Original English: #165
alcove
English A1
A small space set back from the main part of a room, often in a wall.
/ˈælkoʊv/
Example: He took him to a small curtained alcove.
A1 English: #233
Original English: #233
amphitheater
English A1
An open, round or oval space with higher sides. Here the shape is made by the land, and the apes gather there.
/ˈæmfəˌθiːətər/
Example: Later I learned what it cost you to stay with me in the amphitheater of apes.
A1 English: #155
Original English: #155
angrily
English A1
In an angry way.
/ˈæŋɡrɪli/
Example: The man struggled, shouted angrily, and hit out, but it did no good.
A1 English: #40 · #48
Original English: #48
apaches
English A1
Apache can name members of Indigenous peoples of North America. In the Paris passages, it is an old French name for violent street criminals.
/əˈpætʃiz/
Example: These apaches of Paris did not know how hard they would be to beat.
A1 English: #174 · #189 · #200
Original English: #174 · #189 · #200
ape
English A1
Large animals like monkeys but with no tails, such as gorillas.
/eɪps/
Example: Not even the apes of his own tribe would welcome him.
A1 English: #21 · #40 · #89 · #99 · #101 · #124 · #126 · #151
Original English: #21 · #22 · #40 · #89 · #94 · #99 · #101 · #102
ape
English A1
An animal like a monkey but without a tail.
/eɪp/
Example: The fellow lost his temper. He said angry words in a low voice and grabbed Tarzan to push him aside. The ape-man only smiled. He twisted the big man around. He took him by the collar and walked him back to the table. The man struggled, shouted angrily, and hit out, but it did no good. Nikolas Rokoff now felt these strong muscles for the first time. They had helped their wild owner win fights with Numa, the lion, and Terkoz, the great bull ape.
A1 English: #40 · #89 · #99 · #124 · #126 · #151 · #154 · #160
Original English: #40 · #89 · #94 · #99 · #102 · #124 · #126 · #151
bah
English A1
A cry showing that you do not respect or believe something.
/bɑː/
Example: “Bah!” cried the woman.
A1 English: #121
Original English: #121
bearded
English A1
With hair growing on the chin and cheeks.
/ˈbɪrdɪd/
Example: He also wondered what relation such a lovely woman could have with the rude, bearded Russian.
A1 English: #105 · #117 · #232 · #233
Original English: #105 · #117 · #232 · #233
birthright
English A1
Something you have a right to because of the family or position you are born into.
/ˈbɜːrθraɪt/
Example: As for my birthright, it is in good hands.
A1 English: #157
Original English: #17 · #157
blackmail
English A1
Making someone give money or do something by threatening to tell a damaging secret about them.
/ˈblækmeɪl/
Example: They wanted to blackmail my husband for the secret.
A1 English: #239
blushed
English A1
Became red in the face because of shame, shyness or pleasure.
/blʌʃt/
Example: Perhaps she blushed a little.
A1 English: #84
bowed
English A1
Moved the head or body forward and down.
/boʊd/
Example: Then he bowed to the count and gave him his own card.
A1 English: #58 · #197
Original English: #75 · #197
bravely
English A1
In a brave way, even when something is dangerous or frightening.
/ˈbreɪvli/
Example: You protected me bravely and kindly.
A1 English: #137
brightly
English A1
With strong colours or a lot of light.
/ˈbraɪtli/
Example: This happened as Tarzan came out of the brightly lit hall.
A1 English: #166
brute
English A1
An animal, or a very rough and cruel person.
/bruːt/
Example: A huge brute of a man was tiptoeing up behind him.
A1 English: #173
Original English: #173
brutes
English A1
Cruel, rough people or animals.
/bruːts/
Example: "The brutes!" muttered Tarzan.
A1 English: #243
Original English: #203 · #243
cabins
English A1
Small rooms on a ship, or small simple houses.
/ˈkæbɪnz/
Example: Then they went straight to the first-class cabins on the promenade deck.
A1 English: #108
Original English: #108
calmed
English A1
Became quieter and less upset or excited.
/kɑːmd/
Example: Rokoff had calmed down.
A1 English: #95
cannibals
English A1
People who eat human flesh. The story describes some characters this way.
/ˈkænɪbəlz/
Example: I have not forgotten that without you and your great bravery, I would have died at the stake in the village of Mbonga’s cannibals.
A1 English: #155
Original English: #155
captives
English A1
People or animals kept as prisoners.
/ˈkæptɪvz/
Example: He remembered the cruelty of Mbonga’s black warriors and women toward their captives.
A1 English: #100
Original English: #100
cheats
English A1
Acts dishonestly to get an advantage, here while playing cards.
/tʃiːts/
Example: “I know I am talking to a man who cheats at cards,” the fellow replied.
A1 English: #32
Original English: #32
clinging
English A1
Holding tightly or staying very close to something.
/ˈklɪŋɪŋ/
Example: It was marvellous." As Tarzan was leaving her a short time later, he noticed the clinging pressure of her hand when they parted.
A1 English: #263
Original English: #194 · #263
convent
English A1
A place where nuns live. Nuns are women who live a religious life together, often in the Christian church.
/ˈkɒnvənt/
Example: I was educated in a convent.
A1 English: #257 · #258 · #259 · #261
Original English: #257 · #258 · #259 · #261
Coude
English A1
The family name used by the Count and Countess de Coude in the story.
/kuːd/
Example: “Magnifique!” said the Countess de Coude, quietly.
A1 English: #4 · #12 · #13 · #24 · #30 · #34 · #41 · #45
Original English: #4 · #12 · #13 · #24 · #30 · #34 · #41 · #45
courted
English A1
Tried to win someone's love, often with the hope of marriage.
/ˈkɔːrtɪd/
Example: The man who had courted me was no gentleman at all.
A1 English: #258
cowardly
English A1
Not brave; easily frightened.
/ˈkaʊərdli/
Example: He explained the whole cowardly plan.”
A1 English: #79
Original English: #79
crouched
English A1
Bent the knees and moved the body down close to the ground.
/kraʊtʃt/
Example: She was crouched against the far wall.
A1 English: #171
crumpled
English A1
Bent, folded or collapsed into a small, untidy shape. Here the man lies with his body folded awkwardly.
/ˈkrʌmpəld/
Example: The officer lay crumpled in a corner of the room.
A1 English: #189
Original English: #189
cunning
English A1
Clever at getting what you want, sometimes by tricking people.
/ˈkʌnɪŋ/
Example: Then it showed cunning when he turned to meet the attack from behind.
A1 English: #178
curled
English A1
Bent into a round shape, or made something bend this way.
/kɜːrld/
Example: A nasty smile curled on his bearded lip.
A1 English: #117
Original English: #117
curtained
English A1
Covered with curtains, pieces of cloth hung over windows or openings.
/ˈkɜːrtənd/
Example: He took him to a small curtained alcove.
A1 English: #233
Original English: #233
Czar
English A1
The title of the men who ruled Russia long ago, like a king or emperor.
/zɑːr/
Example: He accused his victims of treason against the czar.
A1 English: #254
Original English: #254
D'Arnot
English A1
The family name of Paul d'Arnot, a French officer who works on ships.
/dɑːrˈnoʊ/
Example: When Tarzan arrived in Paris, he went straight to the apartments of his old friend, D'Arnot.
A1 English: #150 · #151 · #155 · #161 · #167 · #201 · #205 · #207
Original English: #150 · #151 · #155 · #161 · #167 · #201 · #205 · #207
davit
English A1
A strong support on a ship used to lift or lower a small boat.
/ˈdeɪvɪt/
Example: A davit partly hid him.
A1 English: #106
Original English: #106
defying
English A1
To refuse openly to obey or accept someone's power.
/dɪˈfaɪɪŋ/
Example: Only trouble can come to you and your friends if you keep defying the police.
A1 English: #210
Original English: #210
deserter
English A1
A person who leaves an army or a group they are expected to stay with, without permission.
/dɪˈzɜːrtər/
Example: He was a deserter from the army and a fugitive from the law.
A1 English: #258
Original English: #258
Dieu
English A1
The French word for God. 'Mon Dieu!' means 'My God!'
/djø/
Example: “MON DIEU, Nikolas!” he cried.
A1 English: #52 · #101 · #180
Original English: #52 · #101 · #180
dimly
English A1
With little light, so it is not bright or clear.
/ˈdɪmli/
Example: In a moment he was standing in the middle of a dimly lit room.
A1 English: #171
Original English: #171
A1 Glossary
Glossary index
disloyal
English A1
Not faithful to a person, group or country that you should support.
/dɪsˈlɔɪəl/
Example: This did not mean she was disloyal to her husband.
A1 English: #12
Original English: #12
dodged
English A1
Moved quickly to one side so something did not hit them.
/dɑːdʒd/
Example: He dodged the falling club.
A1 English: #175
excitedly
English A1
In a way that shows you are very excited.
/ɪkˈsaɪtɪdli/
Example: They were whispering excitedly just outside the door.
A1 English: #16
Original English: #16
extremes
English A1
Two things that are very different and far apart. Here they are serious study and wild fun.
/ɪkˈstriːmz/
Example: He did this with study and with wild fun, the two extremes.
A1 English: #164
Original English: #164
faugh
English A1
A sound that shows strong dislike or disgust, like 'ugh!'.
/fɔː/
Example: Faugh, your civilized man is worse than the animals.
A1 English: #203
Original English: #203
foolishly
English A1
In a way that shows you are not thinking carefully or making good choices.
/ˈfuːlɪʃli/
Example: I foolishly believed I loved him.
A1 English: #257
footman
English A1
A man who works for a family. He may open doors, carry messages or help with a carriage.
/ˈfʊtmən/
Example: The footman who opened the door raised his eyebrows when he saw who was there.
A1 English: #232 · #233
Original English: #232 · #233
forgets
English A1
To stop remembering something.
/fərˈɡɛts/
Example: He never forgets and never forgives.
A1 English: #63
Original English: #63
forgives
English A1
Stops being angry with someone for something wrong they have done.
/fərˈɡɪvz/
Example: He never forgets and never forgives.
A1 English: #63
Original English: #63
gallows
English A1
A wooden frame used to hang a person as a death punishment.
/ˈɡæloʊz/
Example: It would send him to the gallows in Russia if the St. Petersburg police knew it.
A1 English: #242
Original English: #242
gasps
English A1
Short, sudden breaths taken because of fear, pain, surprise or effort.
/ɡɑːsps/
Example: One hand was at her throat, and her breath came in small gasps.
A1 English: #125
Original English: #125
gazelle
English A1
A small, slim animal with horns that can run very fast.
/ɡəˈzɛl/
Example: “A person does not judge the gazelle by the lions that attack it,” replied Tarzan.
A1 English: #141
Original English: #141
glaring
English A1
Very bright. It can also mean looking at someone angrily for a long time.
/ˈɡlerɪŋ/
Example: He stood glaring at Tarzan.
A1 English: #125
gloomy
English A1
Dark and sad, with little hope or happiness.
/ˈɡluːmi/
Example: “You have been very gloomy all evening.
A1 English: #71 · #170
Original English: #226
greasy
English A1
Covered with oil or fat, or looking dirty because of it.
/ˈɡriːsi/
Example: You wiped your greasy hands on your legs.
A1 English: #152
Original English: #152
Greystoke
English A1
A title used by the Clayton family. Tarzan's father is Lord Greystoke, and Tarzan later has the right to this title.
/ˈɡreɪstoʊk/
Example: He did not give up his birth for William Cecil Clayton, Lord Greystoke.
A1 English: #17 · #150 · #157 · #161 · #224
Original English: #17 · #150 · #157 · #161 · #224
grimly
English A1
In a serious, determined way, without happiness or a smile.
/ˈɡrɪmli/
Example: “Today I would have liked to see how thick his blood is,” growled De Coude grimly.
A1 English: #79 · #208
Original English: #79 · #208
gripped
English A1
Held very tightly.
/ɡrɪpt/
Example: Steel fingers gripped his shoulder.
A1 English: #89
Original English: #89
groaning
English A1
Making long, low sounds because of pain or trouble.
/ˈɡroʊnɪŋ/
Example: They found three men groaning on the floor.
A1 English: #182
Original English: #182
growled
English A1
To make a low, angry sound.
/ɡraʊld/
Example: “Today I would have liked to see how thick his blood is,” growled De Coude grimly.
A1 English: #79
Original English: #79
harshly
English A1
In a strict or unkind way.
/ˈhɑːrʃli/
Example: Without that, I would judge you harshly.
A1 English: #214 · #251
Original English: #214 · #251
hesitated
English A1
Waited before doing something because of doubt or fear.
/ˈhɛzɪteɪtɪd/
Example: The others still hesitated.
A1 English: #44
Original English: #44 · #89 · #248
hideous
English A1
Very ugly, frightening or unpleasant to look at.
/ˈhɪdiəs/
Example: To you, my friend, she would have seemed a hideous and ugly creature.
A1 English: #160
Original English: #160
hinted
English A1
Suggested something without saying it clearly or directly.
/ˈhɪntɪd/
Example: She was whispering the thing she had hinted at into his ear.
A1 English: #123
Original English: #123
horrid
English A1
Very unpleasant, frightening or bad.
/ˈhɒrɪd/
Example: Only a short time before, she had called them horrid.
A1 English: #7
Original English: #7
hostess
English A1
A woman who welcomes and looks after guests.
/ˈhoʊstəs/
Example: Soon his hostess came in, smiling, with her hands held out.
A1 English: #234
Original English: #234
humiliate
English A1
To make someone feel ashamed or foolish, especially in front of others.
/hjuːˈmɪlieɪt/
Example: Twice he has tried to humiliate Nikolas Rokoff.
A1 English: #96
Original English: #96
hurried
English A1
To move or go quickly.
/ˈhɜːrid/
Example: Rokoff and his partner, Paulvitch, hurried out of the smoking-room.
A1 English: #57 · #168 · #182
Original English: #168
hushed
English A1
Here, hushed up means kept secret, so that other people would not learn about it.
/hʌʃt/
Example: "The officials of the convent hushed up the matter.
A1 English: #259
Original English: #259
idiotic
English A1
Very silly or foolish.
/ˌɪdiˈɑːtɪk/
Example: It is an idiotic world.
A1 English: #101
Original English: #101
jealousies
English A1
Unhappy feelings about someone else's success or advantages, or fear of losing someone's love.
/ˈdʒɛləsiz/
Example: He remembered the petty jealousies of the officers in the West Coast colony.
A1 English: #100
Original English: #100
Kala
English A1
A female ape who cared for Tarzan as his mother.
/ˈkɑːlə/
Example: His swift spear had killed Kala, the great she-ape.
A1 English: #99 · #152 · #159 · #160
Original English: #99 · #152 · #159 · #160
Kerchak
English A1
The leader of the group of apes that raises Tarzan.
/ˈkɜːrtʃæk/
Example: Tarzan fought the way he had learned from the great bull apes of Kerchak’s tribe.
A1 English: #180
Original English: #180
knelt
English A1
To go down with your knees on the ground.
/nɛlt/
Example: She knelt in front of him.
A1 English: #75
lazily
English A1
Slowly, without trying hard.
/ˈleɪzɪli/
Example: When the officer had to leave, Tarzan leaned lazily on the rail.
A1 English: #106
Original English: #10 · #106
leaned
English A1
Rested part of the body against something that helped hold it up.
/liːnd/
Example: The count leaned across the table.
A1 English: #33 · #106 · #197 · #242
Original English: #33 · #197 · #242
leaped
English A1
Jumped high or a long way.
/liːpt/
Example: But the scream had barely stopped when the ape-man leaped from his hiding place.
A1 English: #124 · #191
Original English: #124 · #193
leaps
English A1
Big jumps or sudden movements upwards.
/liːps/
Example: He jumped here and there about the room in quick, bending leaps.
A1 English: #181
mantel
English A1
The shelf above a fireplace.
/ˈmæntəl/
Example: Before the man could fire again, Tarzan knocked the lamp off the mantel.
A1 English: #190
Original English: #171 · #190
marvellous
English A1
Wonderful or very good.
/ˈmɑːrvələs/
Example: It was marvellous." As Tarzan was leaving her a short time later, he noticed the clinging pressure of her hand when they parted.
A1 English: #263
Original English: #263
A1 Glossary
Glossary index
matron
English A1
An older woman with a responsible job, often looking after other people. Here she takes the girl back to the convent.
/ˈmeɪtrən/
Example: They only sent me back to the convent with a matron.
A1 English: #258
Original English: #258
maule
English A1
Here, Maule is part of 'Rue Maule', the name of a street in Paris. Rue is French for street.
/mɔːl/
Example: Tarzan often walked through the Rue Maule on his way home at night.
A1 English: #169 · #182 · #200 · #204 · #205 · #210 · #218 · #246
Original English: #169 · #182 · #200 · #204 · #205 · #210 · #218 · #246
misfortune
English A1
Bad luck, or something bad that happens to you.
/mɪsˈfɔːrtʃən/
Example: Only a misfortune like this one could have tied Jane Porter more strongly to her promise to Clayton.
A1 English: #19 · #162
Original English: #19 · #162
mutineers
English A1
People who refuse to obey their leaders, especially sailors who take control of a ship.
/ˌmjuːtɪˈnɪrz/
Example: He remembered how the mutineers of the ARROW left Professor Porter and his party behind.
A1 English: #100
Original English: #100
muttered
English A1
Said something in a quiet voice that was hard to hear.
/ˈmʌtərd/
Example: "The brutes!" muttered Tarzan.
A1 English: #243
Original English: #243
nameless
English A1
Having no name, or a name that is not known.
/ˈneɪmləs/
Example: It seems impossible to me that you still want to be a nameless, penniless vagabond.”
A1 English: #153
Original English: #153
Nikolas
English A1
The first name of Nikolas Rokoff, Tarzan's enemy.
/ˈnɪkəlɑːs/
Example: Nikolas Rokoff now felt these strong muscles for the first time.
A1 English: #40 · #52 · #63 · #68 · #72 · #73 · #79 · #90
Original English: #40 · #52 · #63 · #68 · #72 · #73 · #79 · #90
Numa
English A1
The name for a male lion in the language used by the apes in the Tarzan stories.
/ˈnuːmə/
Example: They had helped their wild owner win fights with Numa, the lion, and Terkoz, the great bull ape.
A1 English: #40 · #174
Original English: #40 · #174
nursed
English A1
To care for someone who is ill, hurt or weak. It can also mean to drink milk from a mother's breast, as a baby does.
/nɜːrst/
Example: I must have nursed at her hairy breast from the time my own mother died.
A1 English: #159
Original English: #159
Olga
English A1
A woman's first name. Here, it names Countess Olga de Coude.
/ˈɒlgə/
Example: “It is very boring, Olga,” he said.
A1 English: #8 · #12 · #72 · #74 · #77 · #79 · #81 · #84
Original English: #8 · #12 · #72 · #74 · #77 · #79 · #81 · #84
parted
English A1
Left each other and went different ways.
/ˈpɑːrtɪd/
Example: It was marvellous." As Tarzan was leaving her a short time later, he noticed the clinging pressure of her hand when they parted.
A1 English: #263
Original English: #147
paused
English A1
Stopped for a short time before continuing.
/pɔːzd/
Example: He had hardly paused when the man grabbed the woman roughly by the wrist.
A1 English: #89
Original English: #89 · #249
penniless
English A1
Having no money at all.
/ˈpeniləs/
Example: It seems impossible to me that you still want to be a nameless, penniless vagabond.”
A1 English: #153 · #154
Original English: #153 · #154
politely
English A1
In a kind way that shows respect for other people.
/pəˈlaɪtli/
Example: Tarzan saw that he politely offered to take the empty chair, so the game could go on.
A1 English: #23
pooh
English A1
A word showing that you do not care about something or think it is silly.
/puː/
Example: “Pooh, pooh!” scoffed D'Arnot.
A1 English: #155
Original English: #155
promenade
English A1
A walk for pleasure, or a place where people walk. Here, it is a walking area in a theatre or on a ship.
/ˌprɑːməˈneɪd/
Example: Then they went straight to the first-class cabins on the promenade deck.
A1 English: #108
Original English: #108 · #196
purser
English A1
An officer on a ship who looks after money, accounts and supplies.
/ˈpɜːrsər/
Example: “The purser will get your husband, madame,” the man said.
A1 English: #120 · #122 · #241
Original English: #120 · #122 · #241
puzzled
English A1
Not able to understand something.
/ˈpʌzəld/
Example: It puzzled the man a great deal.
A1 English: #138 · #262
Original English: #26 · #138
Raoul
English A1
The first name of Count Raoul de Coude.
/rɑːˈuːl/
Example: This was Count Raoul de Coude.
A1 English: #24 · #71 · #73 · #75 · #78
Original English: #24 · #71 · #73 · #75 · #78
rascals
English A1
People who behave badly or dishonestly.
/ˈræskəlz/
Example: “And you, madame, will do me a great favor if you let me know if either of those rascals bothers you again.”
A1 English: #134
Original English: #134
refinement
English A1
Fine, careful quality or good taste. Here, it describes the delicate quality wanted in perfume.
/rɪˈfaɪnmənt/
Example: They would wipe out the little culture and refinement I have.
A1 English: #157
Original English: #157
repaid
English A1
To give something back, or do something in return for what someone has done.
/rɪˈpeɪd/
Example: “I am already well repaid, madame, because I know I have helped the wife of the Count de Coude.”
A1 English: #145
Original English: #145
rescuer
English A1
A person who saves someone from danger.
ˈrɛskjuːər
Example: To call a would-be rescuer to his death is terrible.
A1 English: #204
Original English: #204
respectfully
English A1
In a polite way that shows respect.
rɪˈspɛktfəl
Example: Very respectfully, NIKOLAS ROKOFF.
A1 English: #68
Original English: #68
revolver
English A1
A small gun that can hold several bullets in a turning part.
/rɪˈvɑːlvər/
Example: As he ran, he pulled at a revolver in his hip pocket.
A1 English: #92 · #94
Original English: #92 · #94 · #190
rudely
English A1
In a way that is not polite.
/ˈruːdli/
Example: “Excuse me,” said the man rudely.
A1 English: #36
scoffed
English A1
Spoke with a laugh or an unkind sound to show that something seemed foolish or untrue.
/skɑːft/
Example: “Pooh, pooh!” scoffed D'Arnot.
A1 English: #155
Original English: #155 · #203
scoundrel
English A1
A dishonest person who does bad things to other people.
/ˈskaʊndrəl/
Example: He was with that other terrible scoundrel, Paulvitch.
A1 English: #74 · #97 · #123
Original English: #74 · #97 · #123
scoundrels
English A1
Bad, dishonest people.
/ˈskaʊndrəlz/
Example: “You are happy for these two scoundrels to keep bothering you?”
A1 English: #130 · #247
Original English: #61 · #130 · #247
scuffling
English A1
To move the feet in a quick, confused way, often during a short struggle.
/ˈskʌfəlɪŋ/
Example: There was the sound of feet scuffling.
A1 English: #123
Original English: #123
selfishness
English A1
Thinking only about yourself and not about other people.
/ˈsɛlfɪʃnəs/
Example: He thought about all the cruelty, selfishness, and spite he had seen since he left the jungle.
A1 English: #99
Original English: #99
sensed
English A1
Felt or noticed something without being told directly.
/senst/
Example: He sensed danger in the air.
A1 English: #89
shrank
English A1
Moved back because of fear. The word can also mean became smaller.
/ʃræŋk/
Example: The girl shrank back in fear.
A1 English: #92
Original English: #92
shrieked
English A1
Gave a loud, high cry.
/ʃriːkt/
Example: “Name of a name!” shrieked Rokoff.
A1 English: #92
Original English: #92
shrugs
English A1
To raise the shoulders to show you do not know or do not care.
ʃrʌɡz
Example: Their shrugs and sneaky looks made the picture even clearer.
A1 English: #16
Original English: #16
shudder
English A1
To shake for a short time because you are cold or afraid.
/ˈʃʌdər/
Example: D’Arnot pretended to shudder in horror.
A1 English: #201
Original English: #201
sill
English A1
The flat ledge at the bottom of a window.
/sɪl/
Example: The next thing they saw was a quick shape jump to the window sill.
A1 English: #191
Original English: #191
sipping
English A1
Drinking slowly in small amounts.
/ˈsɪpɪŋ/
Example: He was sipping his absinth and admiring a famous Russian dancer.
A1 English: #165
Original English: #165
sleek
English A1
Smooth and shiny.
/ˈslik/
Example: It was the sleek, black Kulonga.
A1 English: #99
Original English: #99
slyly
English A1
In a secretive way, often showing that you have a clever hidden plan.
/ˈslaɪli/
Example: When he had gone, she looked slyly at a tall young man.
A1 English: #10
Original English: #10
A1 Glossary
Glossary index
sneering
English A1
Showing that you think someone or something has little value.
/ˈsnɪrɪŋ/
Example: Paulvitch’s sneering laugh came through the polished panels.
A1 English: #119
Original English: #119
southerners
English A1
A person from the southern part of a country. Here, it means the southern United States.
/ˈsʌðərnərz/
Example: Southerners are proud of their loyalty.”
A1 English: #162
Original English: #162
splinters
English A1
A small, thin, sharp piece broken off wood or another hard material.
/ˈsplɪntərz/
Example: Splinters of wood flew everywhere.
A1 English: #124
sprawling
English A1
Lying or falling with arms and legs spread out in an untidy way.
/ˈsprɔːlɪŋ/
Example: Then he pushed the man away so hard that Rokoff fell sprawling against the rail.
A1 English: #91
Original English: #91
startled
English A1
Suddenly surprised or afraid.
/ˈstɑːrtəld/
Example: Then came a startled curse from the man.
A1 English: #123
Original English: #123
steamer
English A1
A ship that moves by steam power.
/ˈstiːmər/
Example: “I was thinking about the tall buildings in New York.” She sat back in her steamer chair.
A1 English: #6
Original English: #6
steward
English A1
A person who serves and looks after passengers on a ship. The word can also mean someone who manages a house or land.
/ˈstuːərd/
Example: The Countess de Coude called a passing steward.
A1 English: #13 · #14 · #24 · #82 · #84
Original English: #13 · #14 · #24 · #82 · #84
sweetly
English A1
In a pleasant, gentle way.
/ˈswiːtli/
Example: I will never forget the debt I owe you.” She smiled sweetly, showing a row of perfect teeth.
A1 English: #137 · #146
Original English: #146
tangled
English A1
Twisted together so it is hard to get free or pull the parts apart.
/ˈtæŋɡəld/
Example: Fate had strangely pulled him into the tangled web of her life.
A1 English: #138
Original English: #138
Tarzan
English A1
The hero of Edgar Rice Burroughs's stories. Apes raise him in the jungle. His human name is John Clayton, Lord Greystoke.
/ˈtɑːrzæn/
Example: “He is listed as Monsieur Tarzan, of Africa,” the steward replied.
A1 English: #14 · #16 · #17 · #19 · #20 · #22 · #23 · #24
Original English: #14 · #16 · #17 · #19 · #20 · #22 · #23 · #24
telephoned
English A1
Spoke to someone using a telephone.
/ˈtɛləˌfoʊnd/
Example: He telephoned the police.
A1 English: #182
Original English: #182
tenements
English A1
A building divided into cheap rooms or flats that people rent to live in.
/ˈtɛnəmənts/
Example: On this night Tarzan had walked about two blocks through the thick shadows of the dirty old tenements that line this gloomy street.
A1 English: #170
Original English: #170
Terkoz
English A1
An ape in Tarzan's group. He is Tublat's son and tries to take Tarzan's place as leader.
/ˈtɜːrkɒz/
Example: They had helped their wild owner win fights with Numa, the lion, and Terkoz, the great bull ape.
A1 English: #40 · #174 · #224
Original English: #40 · #174 · #224
tiptoeing
English A1
Walking quietly on the front parts of the feet, with the heels raised.
/ˈtɪpˌtoʊɪŋ/
Example: A huge brute of a man was tiptoeing up behind him.
A1 English: #173
Original English: #173
treetops
English A1
The highest part of a tree, with its top branches.
/ˈtriːtɑːps/
Example: For years those muscles had sent him swinging through the treetops of his forest.
A1 English: #195
Original English: #195
ungrateful
English A1
Not showing thanks for something someone has done for you.
/ʌnˈɡreɪtfəl/
Example: You must have thought we were ungrateful."
A1 English: #228
unkindly
English A1
Without kindness or care for another person's feelings.
/ʌnˈkaɪndli/
Example: “You have done a very serious wrong, monsieur,” he said, not unkindly.
A1 English: #214
Original English: #214
unsuspecting
English A1
Not knowing that something bad is going to happen.
/ˌʌnsəˈspektɪŋ/
Example: He lures his unsuspecting victim to his death.
A1 English: #203
unwelcome
English A1
Not wanted or welcome.
/ʌnˈwelkəm/
Example: He shook himself to get rid of the unwelcome thoughts.
A1 English: #227
Original English: #227
vagabond
English A1
A person who moves from place to place without a fixed home or regular job.
/ˈvæɡəbɑːnd/
Example: It seems impossible to me that you still want to be a nameless, penniless vagabond.”
A1 English: #153 · #154
Original English: #153 · #154
valet
English A1
A servant who looks after a man's clothes and personal needs.
/ˈvæleɪ/
Example: He is her brother’s valet, to be exact.”
A1 English: #122
Original English: #122
veiled
English A1
With the face or head hidden behind a thin cloth.
/veɪld/
Example: The veiled woman had seemed somewhat familiar.
A1 English: #98 · #104
Original English: #87 · #98 · #104
watcher
English A1
A person who watches someone or something.
/ˈwɑːtʃər/
Example: As Tarzan turned toward his apartments, as he usually did from this part of Paris, the watcher across the street ran from his hiding place.
A1 English: #168
Original English: #168
weakly
English A1
With very little strength.
/ˈwiːkli/
Example: Her hands beat weakly at his face.
A1 English: #124
whispered
English A1
To speak very quietly so that other people cannot easily hear.
/ˈwɪspərd/
Example: “MAGNIFIQUE!” she whispered again.
A1 English: #11 · #242
Original English: #242
whispering
English A1
Speaking very quietly so other people cannot easily hear.
/ˈwɪspərɪŋ/
Example: They were whispering excitedly just outside the door.
A1 English: #16 · #23 · #123
Original English: #16 · #23 · #123
wilds
English A1
Places far from towns, where people have not built much.
/waɪldz/
Example: “I never believed it, not even in the wilds of your African jungle.
A1 English: #152
Original English: #152
wronged
English A1
To treat someone unfairly or harm them. 'Wronged' is the past form.
/rɔːŋd/
Example: They said his name had been wronged by enemies who wanted to ruin him.
A1 English: #240
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A1 Culture Notes
Glossary index
Absinthe
English A1
A strong alcoholic drink flavored with plants. It was especially popular in France in the nineteenth century.
/ˈæbsɪnθ/
Example: As he drank his absinth, he thought sadly about the last few weeks.
A1 English: #17 · #164 · #165
Original English: #17 · #164 · #165
Curtsy
English A1
To bend the knees a little to show respect. A woman or girl may do this when meeting someone important.
/ˈkɜːrtsid/
Example: Then she curtsied to Tarzan.
A1 English: #137
Original English: #137
Frenchman
English A1
A man from France. Frenchmen is the plural.
/ˈfrɛntʃmən/
Example: The man stayed where he could watch the Frenchman’s cards.
A1 English: #26 · #209
Original English: #26 · #209
Joubon
English A1
The family name of a clerk, a man who does office work. He is asked to call the officers.
/ʒuːˈbɒn/
Example: "Here, Joubon," he said when the clerk came in.
A1 English: #213
Original English: #213
Kulonga
English A1
The son of a chief in the Tarzan stories. He killed Kala, the ape who raised Tarzan, and Tarzan took revenge.
/kuːˈlɒŋɡə/
Example: It was the sleek, black Kulonga.
A1 English: #99
Original English: #99
Madman
English A1
An old word for a man who seems unable to think or control his actions. Here 'like a madman' means attacking wildly and very violently.
/ˈmædmæn/
Example: He flew at my throat like a madman.
A1 English: #242
Original English: #242
Magnifique
English A1
French for 'wonderful' or 'magnificent'. The countess uses it to show admiration.
/mæɡniˈfiːk/
Example: “Magnifique!” said the Countess de Coude, quietly.
A1 English: #4 · #11
Original English: #4 · #11
Mbonga
English A1
The name of a village chief in the story. His son Kulonga killed Kala, Tarzan's ape mother.
/əmˈbɒŋɡə/
Example: He remembered the cruelty of Mbonga’s black warriors and women toward their captives.
A1 English: #100 · #155 · #160
Original English: #100 · #155 · #160
Monsieur
English A1
A polite French title for a man, like 'Mr' or 'sir'. Its short form is 'M.' The form for several men is 'messieurs'.
/məˈsjɜːr/
Example: “He is listed as Monsieur Tarzan, of Africa,” the steward replied.
A1 English: #14 · #28 · #34 · #38 · #45 · #50 · #54 · #55
Original English: #14 · #28 · #34 · #38 · #45 · #50 · #54 · #55
Paulvitch
English A1
The family name of Alexis Paulvitch, a dishonest and dangerous enemy of Tarzan.
/ˈpɔːlvɪtʃ/
Example: It hides your face, Paulvitch.
A1 English: #54 · #57 · #74 · #86 · #106 · #114 · #117 · #119
Original English: #54 · #57 · #74 · #86 · #106 · #114 · #117 · #119
Rokoff
English A1
The family name of Nikolas Rokoff, an enemy of Tarzan who uses lies and violence against him and his family.
/roʊˈkɒf/
Example: Nikolas Rokoff now felt these strong muscles for the first time.
A1 English: #40 · #57 · #63 · #68 · #86 · #88 · #89 · #90
Original English: #40 · #57 · #63 · #68 · #86 · #88 · #89 · #90
Sapristi
English A1
An old, mild French cry used when someone is surprised, impatient or angry.
/səˈpriːsti/
Example: “SAPRISTI!” screamed the angry Rokoff.
A1 English: #90
Original English: #90
Tantor
English A1
The word for elephant in the made-up language of the apes in the Tarzan stories. It can also name a particular elephant.
/ˈtæntɔːr/
Example: Only Tantor, the elephant, could he call a friend.
A1 English: #20
Original English: #20
accuser
English A1
A person who says that someone has done something wrong or broken the law.
/əˈkjuːzər/
Example: “This is Count de Coude, of France.” “If I am wrong,” said the accuser, “I will say sorry.
Full note
admiring
English A1
Showing that you think someone or something is very good.
/ədˈmaɪərɪŋ/
Example: He was sipping his absinth and admiring a famous Russian dancer.
Full note
alcove
English A1
A small space set back from the main part of a room, often in a wall.
/ˈælkoʊv/
Example: He took him to a small curtained alcove.
Full note
amphitheater
English A1
An open, round or oval space with higher sides. Here the shape is made by the land, and the apes gather there.
/ˈæmfəˌθiːətər/
Example: Later I learned what it cost you to stay with me in the amphitheater of apes.
Full note
angrily
English A1
In an angry way.
/ˈæŋɡrɪli/
Example: The man struggled, shouted angrily, and hit out, but it did no good.
Full note
apaches
English A1
Apache can name members of Indigenous peoples of North America. In the Paris passages, it is an old French name for violent street criminals.
/əˈpætʃiz/
Example: These apaches of Paris did not know how hard they would be to beat.
Full note
ape
English A1
An animal like a monkey but without a tail.
/eɪp/
Example: The fellow lost his temper. He said angry words in a low voice and grabbed Tarzan to push him aside. The ape-man only smiled. He twisted the big man around. He took him by the collar and walked him back to the table. The man struggled, shouted angrily, and hit out, but it did no good. Nikolas Rokoff now felt these strong muscles for the first time. They had helped their wild owner win fights with Numa, the lion, and Terkoz, the great bull ape.
Full note
ape
English A1
Large animals like monkeys but with no tails, such as gorillas.
/eɪps/
Example: Not even the apes of his own tribe would welcome him.
Full note
bah
English A1
A cry showing that you do not respect or believe something.
/bɑː/
Example: “Bah!” cried the woman.
Full note
bearded
English A1
With hair growing on the chin and cheeks.
/ˈbɪrdɪd/
Example: He also wondered what relation such a lovely woman could have with the rude, bearded Russian.
Full note
birthright
English A1
Something you have a right to because of the family or position you are born into.
/ˈbɜːrθraɪt/
Example: As for my birthright, it is in good hands.
Full note
blackmail
English A1
Making someone give money or do something by threatening to tell a damaging secret about them.
/ˈblækmeɪl/
Example: They wanted to blackmail my husband for the secret.
Full note
blushed
English A1
Became red in the face because of shame, shyness or pleasure.
/blʌʃt/
Example: Perhaps she blushed a little.
Full note
bowed
English A1
Moved the head or body forward and down.
/boʊd/
Example: Then he bowed to the count and gave him his own card.
Full note
bravely
English A1
In a brave way, even when something is dangerous or frightening.
/ˈbreɪvli/
Example: You protected me bravely and kindly.
Full note
brightly
English A1
With strong colours or a lot of light.
/ˈbraɪtli/
Example: This happened as Tarzan came out of the brightly lit hall.
Full note
brute
English A1
An animal, or a very rough and cruel person.
/bruːt/
Example: A huge brute of a man was tiptoeing up behind him.
Full note
brutes
English A1
Cruel, rough people or animals.
/bruːts/
Example: "The brutes!" muttered Tarzan.
Full note
cabins
English A1
Small rooms on a ship, or small simple houses.
/ˈkæbɪnz/
Example: Then they went straight to the first-class cabins on the promenade deck.
Full note
calmed
English A1
Became quieter and less upset or excited.
/kɑːmd/
Example: Rokoff had calmed down.
Full note
cannibals
English A1
People who eat human flesh. The story describes some characters this way.
/ˈkænɪbəlz/
Example: I have not forgotten that without you and your great bravery, I would have died at the stake in the village of Mbonga’s cannibals.
Full note
captives
English A1
People or animals kept as prisoners.
/ˈkæptɪvz/
Example: He remembered the cruelty of Mbonga’s black warriors and women toward their captives.
Full note
cheats
English A1
Acts dishonestly to get an advantage, here while playing cards.
/tʃiːts/
Example: “I know I am talking to a man who cheats at cards,” the fellow replied.
Full note
clinging
English A1
Holding tightly or staying very close to something.
/ˈklɪŋɪŋ/
Example: It was marvellous." As Tarzan was leaving her a short time later, he noticed the clinging pressure of her hand when they parted.
Full note
convent
English A1
A place where nuns live. Nuns are women who live a religious life together, often in the Christian church.
/ˈkɒnvənt/
Example: I was educated in a convent.
Full note
Coude
English A1
The family name used by the Count and Countess de Coude in the story.
/kuːd/
Example: “Magnifique!” said the Countess de Coude, quietly.
Full note
courted
English A1
Tried to win someone's love, often with the hope of marriage.
/ˈkɔːrtɪd/
Example: The man who had courted me was no gentleman at all.
Full note
cowardly
English A1
Not brave; easily frightened.
/ˈkaʊərdli/
Example: He explained the whole cowardly plan.”
Full note
crouched
English A1
Bent the knees and moved the body down close to the ground.
/kraʊtʃt/
Example: She was crouched against the far wall.
Full note
crumpled
English A1
Bent, folded or collapsed into a small, untidy shape. Here the man lies with his body folded awkwardly.
/ˈkrʌmpəld/
Example: The officer lay crumpled in a corner of the room.
Full note
cunning
English A1
Clever at getting what you want, sometimes by tricking people.
/ˈkʌnɪŋ/
Example: Then it showed cunning when he turned to meet the attack from behind.
Full note
curled
English A1
Bent into a round shape, or made something bend this way.
/kɜːrld/
Example: A nasty smile curled on his bearded lip.
Full note
curtained
English A1
Covered with curtains, pieces of cloth hung over windows or openings.
/ˈkɜːrtənd/
Example: He took him to a small curtained alcove.
Full note
Czar
English A1
The title of the men who ruled Russia long ago, like a king or emperor.
/zɑːr/
Example: He accused his victims of treason against the czar.
Full note
D'Arnot
English A1
The family name of Paul d'Arnot, a French officer who works on ships.
/dɑːrˈnoʊ/
Example: When Tarzan arrived in Paris, he went straight to the apartments of his old friend, D'Arnot.
Full note
davit
English A1
A strong support on a ship used to lift or lower a small boat.
/ˈdeɪvɪt/
Example: A davit partly hid him.
Full note
defying
English A1
To refuse openly to obey or accept someone's power.
/dɪˈfaɪɪŋ/
Example: Only trouble can come to you and your friends if you keep defying the police.
Full note
deserter
English A1
A person who leaves an army or a group they are expected to stay with, without permission.
/dɪˈzɜːrtər/
Example: He was a deserter from the army and a fugitive from the law.
Full note
Dieu
English A1
The French word for God. 'Mon Dieu!' means 'My God!'
/djø/
Example: “MON DIEU, Nikolas!” he cried.
Full note
dimly
English A1
With little light, so it is not bright or clear.
/ˈdɪmli/
Example: In a moment he was standing in the middle of a dimly lit room.
Full note
disloyal
English A1
Not faithful to a person, group or country that you should support.
/dɪsˈlɔɪəl/
Example: This did not mean she was disloyal to her husband.
Full note
dodged
English A1
Moved quickly to one side so something did not hit them.
/dɑːdʒd/
Example: He dodged the falling club.
Full note
excitedly
English A1
In a way that shows you are very excited.
/ɪkˈsaɪtɪdli/
Example: They were whispering excitedly just outside the door.
Full note
extremes
English A1
Two things that are very different and far apart. Here they are serious study and wild fun.
/ɪkˈstriːmz/
Example: He did this with study and with wild fun, the two extremes.
Full note
faugh
English A1
A sound that shows strong dislike or disgust, like 'ugh!'.
/fɔː/
Example: Faugh, your civilized man is worse than the animals.
Full note
foolishly
English A1
In a way that shows you are not thinking carefully or making good choices.
/ˈfuːlɪʃli/
Example: I foolishly believed I loved him.
Full note
footman
English A1
A man who works for a family. He may open doors, carry messages or help with a carriage.
/ˈfʊtmən/
Example: The footman who opened the door raised his eyebrows when he saw who was there.
Full note
forgets
English A1
To stop remembering something.
/fərˈɡɛts/
Example: He never forgets and never forgives.
Full note
forgives
English A1
Stops being angry with someone for something wrong they have done.
/fərˈɡɪvz/
Example: He never forgets and never forgives.
Full note
gallows
English A1
A wooden frame used to hang a person as a death punishment.
/ˈɡæloʊz/
Example: It would send him to the gallows in Russia if the St. Petersburg police knew it.
Full note
gasps
English A1
Short, sudden breaths taken because of fear, pain, surprise or effort.
/ɡɑːsps/
Example: One hand was at her throat, and her breath came in small gasps.
Full note
gazelle
English A1
A small, slim animal with horns that can run very fast.
/ɡəˈzɛl/
Example: “A person does not judge the gazelle by the lions that attack it,” replied Tarzan.
Full note
glaring
English A1
Very bright. It can also mean looking at someone angrily for a long time.
/ˈɡlerɪŋ/
Example: He stood glaring at Tarzan.
Full note
gloomy
English A1
Dark and sad, with little hope or happiness.
/ˈɡluːmi/
Example: “You have been very gloomy all evening.
Full note
greasy
English A1
Covered with oil or fat, or looking dirty because of it.
/ˈɡriːsi/
Example: You wiped your greasy hands on your legs.
Full note
Greystoke
English A1
A title used by the Clayton family. Tarzan's father is Lord Greystoke, and Tarzan later has the right to this title.
/ˈɡreɪstoʊk/
Example: He did not give up his birth for William Cecil Clayton, Lord Greystoke.
Full note
grimly
English A1
In a serious, determined way, without happiness or a smile.
/ˈɡrɪmli/
Example: “Today I would have liked to see how thick his blood is,” growled De Coude grimly.
Full note
gripped
English A1
Held very tightly.
/ɡrɪpt/
Example: Steel fingers gripped his shoulder.
Full note
groaning
English A1
Making long, low sounds because of pain or trouble.
/ˈɡroʊnɪŋ/
Example: They found three men groaning on the floor.
Full note
growled
English A1
To make a low, angry sound.
/ɡraʊld/
Example: “Today I would have liked to see how thick his blood is,” growled De Coude grimly.
Full note
harshly
English A1
In a strict or unkind way.
/ˈhɑːrʃli/
Example: Without that, I would judge you harshly.
Full note
hesitated
English A1
Waited before doing something because of doubt or fear.
/ˈhɛzɪteɪtɪd/
Example: The others still hesitated.
Full note
hideous
English A1
Very ugly, frightening or unpleasant to look at.
/ˈhɪdiəs/
Example: To you, my friend, she would have seemed a hideous and ugly creature.
Full note
hinted
English A1
Suggested something without saying it clearly or directly.
/ˈhɪntɪd/
Example: She was whispering the thing she had hinted at into his ear.
Full note
horrid
English A1
Very unpleasant, frightening or bad.
/ˈhɒrɪd/
Example: Only a short time before, she had called them horrid.
Full note
hostess
English A1
A woman who welcomes and looks after guests.
/ˈhoʊstəs/
Example: Soon his hostess came in, smiling, with her hands held out.
Full note
humiliate
English A1
To make someone feel ashamed or foolish, especially in front of others.
/hjuːˈmɪlieɪt/
Example: Twice he has tried to humiliate Nikolas Rokoff.
Full note
hurried
English A1
To move or go quickly.
/ˈhɜːrid/
Example: Rokoff and his partner, Paulvitch, hurried out of the smoking-room.
Full note
hushed
English A1
Here, hushed up means kept secret, so that other people would not learn about it.
/hʌʃt/
Example: "The officials of the convent hushed up the matter.
Full note
idiotic
English A1
Very silly or foolish.
/ˌɪdiˈɑːtɪk/
Example: It is an idiotic world.
Full note
jealousies
English A1
Unhappy feelings about someone else's success or advantages, or fear of losing someone's love.
/ˈdʒɛləsiz/
Example: He remembered the petty jealousies of the officers in the West Coast colony.
Full note
Kala
English A1
A female ape who cared for Tarzan as his mother.
/ˈkɑːlə/
Example: His swift spear had killed Kala, the great she-ape.
Full note
Kerchak
English A1
The leader of the group of apes that raises Tarzan.
/ˈkɜːrtʃæk/
Example: Tarzan fought the way he had learned from the great bull apes of Kerchak’s tribe.
Full note
knelt
English A1
To go down with your knees on the ground.
/nɛlt/
Example: She knelt in front of him.
Full note
lazily
English A1
Slowly, without trying hard.
/ˈleɪzɪli/
Example: When the officer had to leave, Tarzan leaned lazily on the rail.
Full note
leaned
English A1
Rested part of the body against something that helped hold it up.
/liːnd/
Example: The count leaned across the table.
Full note
leaped
English A1
Jumped high or a long way.
/liːpt/
Example: But the scream had barely stopped when the ape-man leaped from his hiding place.
Full note
leaps
English A1
Big jumps or sudden movements upwards.
/liːps/
Example: He jumped here and there about the room in quick, bending leaps.
Full note
mantel
English A1
The shelf above a fireplace.
/ˈmæntəl/
Example: Before the man could fire again, Tarzan knocked the lamp off the mantel.
Full note
marvellous
English A1
Wonderful or very good.
/ˈmɑːrvələs/
Example: It was marvellous." As Tarzan was leaving her a short time later, he noticed the clinging pressure of her hand when they parted.
Full note
matron
English A1
An older woman with a responsible job, often looking after other people. Here she takes the girl back to the convent.
/ˈmeɪtrən/
Example: They only sent me back to the convent with a matron.
Full note
maule
English A1
Here, Maule is part of 'Rue Maule', the name of a street in Paris. Rue is French for street.
/mɔːl/
Example: Tarzan often walked through the Rue Maule on his way home at night.
Full note
misfortune
English A1
Bad luck, or something bad that happens to you.
/mɪsˈfɔːrtʃən/
Example: Only a misfortune like this one could have tied Jane Porter more strongly to her promise to Clayton.
Full note
mutineers
English A1
People who refuse to obey their leaders, especially sailors who take control of a ship.
/ˌmjuːtɪˈnɪrz/
Example: He remembered how the mutineers of the ARROW left Professor Porter and his party behind.
Full note
muttered
English A1
Said something in a quiet voice that was hard to hear.
/ˈmʌtərd/
Example: "The brutes!" muttered Tarzan.
Full note
nameless
English A1
Having no name, or a name that is not known.
/ˈneɪmləs/
Example: It seems impossible to me that you still want to be a nameless, penniless vagabond.”
Full note
Nikolas
English A1
The first name of Nikolas Rokoff, Tarzan's enemy.
/ˈnɪkəlɑːs/
Example: Nikolas Rokoff now felt these strong muscles for the first time.
Full note
Numa
English A1
The name for a male lion in the language used by the apes in the Tarzan stories.
/ˈnuːmə/
Example: They had helped their wild owner win fights with Numa, the lion, and Terkoz, the great bull ape.
Full note
nursed
English A1
To care for someone who is ill, hurt or weak. It can also mean to drink milk from a mother's breast, as a baby does.
/nɜːrst/
Example: I must have nursed at her hairy breast from the time my own mother died.
Full note
Olga
English A1
A woman's first name. Here, it names Countess Olga de Coude.
/ˈɒlgə/
Example: “It is very boring, Olga,” he said.
Full note
parted
English A1
Left each other and went different ways.
/ˈpɑːrtɪd/
Example: It was marvellous." As Tarzan was leaving her a short time later, he noticed the clinging pressure of her hand when they parted.
Full note
paused
English A1
Stopped for a short time before continuing.
/pɔːzd/
Example: He had hardly paused when the man grabbed the woman roughly by the wrist.
Full note
penniless
English A1
Having no money at all.
/ˈpeniləs/
Example: It seems impossible to me that you still want to be a nameless, penniless vagabond.”
Full note
politely
English A1
In a kind way that shows respect for other people.
/pəˈlaɪtli/
Example: Tarzan saw that he politely offered to take the empty chair, so the game could go on.
Full note
pooh
English A1
A word showing that you do not care about something or think it is silly.
/puː/
Example: “Pooh, pooh!” scoffed D'Arnot.
Full note
promenade
English A1
A walk for pleasure, or a place where people walk. Here, it is a walking area in a theatre or on a ship.
/ˌprɑːməˈneɪd/
Example: Then they went straight to the first-class cabins on the promenade deck.
Full note
purser
English A1
An officer on a ship who looks after money, accounts and supplies.
/ˈpɜːrsər/
Example: “The purser will get your husband, madame,” the man said.
Full note
puzzled
English A1
Not able to understand something.
/ˈpʌzəld/
Example: It puzzled the man a great deal.
Full note
Raoul
English A1
The first name of Count Raoul de Coude.
/rɑːˈuːl/
Example: This was Count Raoul de Coude.
Full note
rascals
English A1
People who behave badly or dishonestly.
/ˈræskəlz/
Example: “And you, madame, will do me a great favor if you let me know if either of those rascals bothers you again.”
Full note
refinement
English A1
Fine, careful quality or good taste. Here, it describes the delicate quality wanted in perfume.
/rɪˈfaɪnmənt/
Example: They would wipe out the little culture and refinement I have.
Full note
repaid
English A1
To give something back, or do something in return for what someone has done.
/rɪˈpeɪd/
Example: “I am already well repaid, madame, because I know I have helped the wife of the Count de Coude.”
Full note
rescuer
English A1
A person who saves someone from danger.
ˈrɛskjuːər
Example: To call a would-be rescuer to his death is terrible.
Full note
respectfully
English A1
In a polite way that shows respect.
rɪˈspɛktfəl
Example: Very respectfully, NIKOLAS ROKOFF.
Full note
revolver
English A1
A small gun that can hold several bullets in a turning part.
/rɪˈvɑːlvər/
Example: As he ran, he pulled at a revolver in his hip pocket.
Full note
rudely
English A1
In a way that is not polite.
/ˈruːdli/
Example: “Excuse me,” said the man rudely.
Full note
scoffed
English A1
Spoke with a laugh or an unkind sound to show that something seemed foolish or untrue.
/skɑːft/
Example: “Pooh, pooh!” scoffed D'Arnot.
Full note
scoundrel
English A1
A dishonest person who does bad things to other people.
/ˈskaʊndrəl/
Example: He was with that other terrible scoundrel, Paulvitch.
Full note
scoundrels
English A1
Bad, dishonest people.
/ˈskaʊndrəlz/
Example: “You are happy for these two scoundrels to keep bothering you?”
Full note
scuffling
English A1
To move the feet in a quick, confused way, often during a short struggle.
/ˈskʌfəlɪŋ/
Example: There was the sound of feet scuffling.
Full note
selfishness
English A1
Thinking only about yourself and not about other people.
/ˈsɛlfɪʃnəs/
Example: He thought about all the cruelty, selfishness, and spite he had seen since he left the jungle.
Full note
sensed
English A1
Felt or noticed something without being told directly.
/senst/
Example: He sensed danger in the air.
Full note
shrank
English A1
Moved back because of fear. The word can also mean became smaller.
/ʃræŋk/
Example: The girl shrank back in fear.
Full note
shrieked
English A1
Gave a loud, high cry.
/ʃriːkt/
Example: “Name of a name!” shrieked Rokoff.
Full note
shrugs
English A1
To raise the shoulders to show you do not know or do not care.
ʃrʌɡz
Example: Their shrugs and sneaky looks made the picture even clearer.
Full note
shudder
English A1
To shake for a short time because you are cold or afraid.
/ˈʃʌdər/
Example: D’Arnot pretended to shudder in horror.
Full note
sill
English A1
The flat ledge at the bottom of a window.
/sɪl/
Example: The next thing they saw was a quick shape jump to the window sill.
Full note
sipping
English A1
Drinking slowly in small amounts.
/ˈsɪpɪŋ/
Example: He was sipping his absinth and admiring a famous Russian dancer.
Full note
sleek
English A1
Smooth and shiny.
/ˈslik/
Example: It was the sleek, black Kulonga.
Full note
slyly
English A1
In a secretive way, often showing that you have a clever hidden plan.
/ˈslaɪli/
Example: When he had gone, she looked slyly at a tall young man.
Full note
sneering
English A1
Showing that you think someone or something has little value.
/ˈsnɪrɪŋ/
Example: Paulvitch’s sneering laugh came through the polished panels.
Full note
southerners
English A1
A person from the southern part of a country. Here, it means the southern United States.
/ˈsʌðərnərz/
Example: Southerners are proud of their loyalty.”
Full note
splinters
English A1
A small, thin, sharp piece broken off wood or another hard material.
/ˈsplɪntərz/
Example: Splinters of wood flew everywhere.
Full note
sprawling
English A1
Lying or falling with arms and legs spread out in an untidy way.
/ˈsprɔːlɪŋ/
Example: Then he pushed the man away so hard that Rokoff fell sprawling against the rail.
Full note
startled
English A1
Suddenly surprised or afraid.
/ˈstɑːrtəld/
Example: Then came a startled curse from the man.
Full note
steamer
English A1
A ship that moves by steam power.
/ˈstiːmər/
Example: “I was thinking about the tall buildings in New York.” She sat back in her steamer chair.
Full note
steward
English A1
A person who serves and looks after passengers on a ship. The word can also mean someone who manages a house or land.
/ˈstuːərd/
Example: The Countess de Coude called a passing steward.
Full note
sweetly
English A1
In a pleasant, gentle way.
/ˈswiːtli/
Example: I will never forget the debt I owe you.” She smiled sweetly, showing a row of perfect teeth.
Full note
tangled
English A1
Twisted together so it is hard to get free or pull the parts apart.
/ˈtæŋɡəld/
Example: Fate had strangely pulled him into the tangled web of her life.
Full note
Tarzan
English A1
The hero of Edgar Rice Burroughs's stories. Apes raise him in the jungle. His human name is John Clayton, Lord Greystoke.
/ˈtɑːrzæn/
Example: “He is listed as Monsieur Tarzan, of Africa,” the steward replied.
Full note
telephoned
English A1
Spoke to someone using a telephone.
/ˈtɛləˌfoʊnd/
Example: He telephoned the police.
Full note
tenements
English A1
A building divided into cheap rooms or flats that people rent to live in.
/ˈtɛnəmənts/
Example: On this night Tarzan had walked about two blocks through the thick shadows of the dirty old tenements that line this gloomy street.
Full note
Terkoz
English A1
An ape in Tarzan's group. He is Tublat's son and tries to take Tarzan's place as leader.
/ˈtɜːrkɒz/
Example: They had helped their wild owner win fights with Numa, the lion, and Terkoz, the great bull ape.
Full note
tiptoeing
English A1
Walking quietly on the front parts of the feet, with the heels raised.
/ˈtɪpˌtoʊɪŋ/
Example: A huge brute of a man was tiptoeing up behind him.
Full note
treetops
English A1
The highest part of a tree, with its top branches.
/ˈtriːtɑːps/
Example: For years those muscles had sent him swinging through the treetops of his forest.
Full note
ungrateful
English A1
Not showing thanks for something someone has done for you.
/ʌnˈɡreɪtfəl/
Example: You must have thought we were ungrateful."
Full note
unkindly
English A1
Without kindness or care for another person's feelings.
/ʌnˈkaɪndli/
Example: “You have done a very serious wrong, monsieur,” he said, not unkindly.
Full note
unsuspecting
English A1
Not knowing that something bad is going to happen.
/ˌʌnsəˈspektɪŋ/
Example: He lures his unsuspecting victim to his death.
Full note
unwelcome
English A1
Not wanted or welcome.
/ʌnˈwelkəm/
Example: He shook himself to get rid of the unwelcome thoughts.
Full note
vagabond
English A1
A person who moves from place to place without a fixed home or regular job.
/ˈvæɡəbɑːnd/
Example: It seems impossible to me that you still want to be a nameless, penniless vagabond.”
Full note
valet
English A1
A servant who looks after a man's clothes and personal needs.
/ˈvæleɪ/
Example: He is her brother’s valet, to be exact.”
Full note
veiled
English A1
With the face or head hidden behind a thin cloth.
/veɪld/
Example: The veiled woman had seemed somewhat familiar.
Full note
watcher
English A1
A person who watches someone or something.
/ˈwɑːtʃər/
Example: As Tarzan turned toward his apartments, as he usually did from this part of Paris, the watcher across the street ran from his hiding place.
Full note
weakly
English A1
With very little strength.
/ˈwiːkli/
Example: Her hands beat weakly at his face.
Full note
whispered
English A1
To speak very quietly so that other people cannot easily hear.
/ˈwɪspərd/
Example: “MAGNIFIQUE!” she whispered again.
Full note
whispering
English A1
Speaking very quietly so other people cannot easily hear.
/ˈwɪspərɪŋ/
Example: They were whispering excitedly just outside the door.
Full note
wilds
English A1
Places far from towns, where people have not built much.
/waɪldz/
Example: “I never believed it, not even in the wilds of your African jungle.
Full note
wronged
English A1
To treat someone unfairly or harm them. 'Wronged' is the past form.
/rɔːŋd/
Example: They said his name had been wronged by enemies who wanted to ruin him.
Full note
Absinthe
English A1
A strong alcoholic drink flavored with plants. It was especially popular in France in the nineteenth century.
/ˈæbsɪnθ/
Example: As he drank his absinth, he thought sadly about the last few weeks.
Full note
Curtsy
English A1
To bend the knees a little to show respect. A woman or girl may do this when meeting someone important.
/ˈkɜːrtsid/
Example: Then she curtsied to Tarzan.
Full note
Frenchman
English A1
A man from France. Frenchmen is the plural.
/ˈfrɛntʃmən/
Example: The man stayed where he could watch the Frenchman’s cards.
Full note
Joubon
English A1
The family name of a clerk, a man who does office work. He is asked to call the officers.
/ʒuːˈbɒn/
Example: "Here, Joubon," he said when the clerk came in.
Full note
Kulonga
English A1
The son of a chief in the Tarzan stories. He killed Kala, the ape who raised Tarzan, and Tarzan took revenge.
/kuːˈlɒŋɡə/
Example: It was the sleek, black Kulonga.
Full note
Madman
English A1
An old word for a man who seems unable to think or control his actions. Here 'like a madman' means attacking wildly and very violently.
/ˈmædmæn/
Example: He flew at my throat like a madman.
Full note
Magnifique
English A1
French for 'wonderful' or 'magnificent'. The countess uses it to show admiration.
/mæɡniˈfiːk/
Example: “Magnifique!” said the Countess de Coude, quietly.
Full note
Mbonga
English A1
The name of a village chief in the story. His son Kulonga killed Kala, Tarzan's ape mother.
/əmˈbɒŋɡə/
Example: He remembered the cruelty of Mbonga’s black warriors and women toward their captives.
Full note
Monsieur
English A1
A polite French title for a man, like 'Mr' or 'sir'. Its short form is 'M.' The form for several men is 'messieurs'.
/məˈsjɜːr/
Example: “He is listed as Monsieur Tarzan, of Africa,” the steward replied.
Full note
Paulvitch
English A1
The family name of Alexis Paulvitch, a dishonest and dangerous enemy of Tarzan.
/ˈpɔːlvɪtʃ/
Example: It hides your face, Paulvitch.
Full note
Rokoff
English A1
The family name of Nikolas Rokoff, an enemy of Tarzan who uses lies and violence against him and his family.
/roʊˈkɒf/
Example: Nikolas Rokoff now felt these strong muscles for the first time.
Full note
Sapristi
English A1
An old, mild French cry used when someone is surprised, impatient or angry.
/səˈpriːsti/
Example: “SAPRISTI!” screamed the angry Rokoff.
Full note
Tantor
English A1
The word for elephant in the made-up language of the apes in the Tarzan stories. It can also name a particular elephant.
/ˈtæntɔːr/
Example: Only Tantor, the elephant, could he call a friend.
Full note
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